Rs, 4.2. 
804 12-0 
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4,771 14 0] 1,898,808 20] 4,187 2 9 
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Works Department Circular No. XXI, Railway, dated 23, uly 1883, bi 
——= —— é are 
Pe TOTAL unoxirTs Puow ist | 1 a 
aipts YOR WREK ENDING | Rwoxrers yon weex ENDING Aver lanl 0 tan OTAL RECEIPTS PROM 1sT mae) i” 
girs MARCH 1888, Wp Mancit 188d, Misi mag ma Nga an 
eS a ae ee ae. sai 3 Total Bie 
Per an Mean Baa eo decrrne | 1889, rz} 
mile ate Total receipts. — mileage | Total receipts. wobed . fad ee” 
worked.) w: | worked, per We. 
Ook. week, oA } J 
Pe +i 
Rs. ee ee Rs. Rs. Re. Ba . 
n| “16 | m7] 4a 43003 | on sais cr 
Be 
e. TARKESSUR BRANCH RAILWAY. , = ie 
Approzmute Return of Traffic for week ended 23rd March 1489, on 22} miles open. ae 
heal Hu 
MERCHANDISE AND MINERAL ae 
Coacutne TRAPFic. TRAPFIC. i THAPFIO TRAIN-MIERS 1 : 
Other earnings 1 : ¥ 
pie ead ai, mane Hanan sn = (estimated), | TOMmlearnings, 
Riesonacrn | Receipts, | Weight carried | Reovipts, Conching. | Merohan- | 
Re. a. P. Mops, &. Rs, A. P. Ra. a. P. Rea.) ‘ 
883 5,805 5 0 11,621 0 «1 40 700/| 6,833 9 0 ‘ 
tt 264.15 4 nibses 961 061 234.10 6 ott ‘ 
227,073 | 68,114 1 0 1,05,884 0 | 8,758 6 0 741410 | 61,07 810 9,959 
240,856 | 64,000 6 0 ,17,005 0| 4,189 8 0 811410 | 68,250 12 10, 10,856 


SS TF ee eee eS 


19,187 | 6,007 4 1 8,005 0 we10 8h O;* 54899 0 1 08 
Re. 297 11 10 basa 18.27 063 $648) coco 
“250,405 | 6,419 1 0/ 1,04,189 10] 3,753 4 0 915 6/ 70207 46! 10,711 











of the Tarkessur Branch Railway, prepared in 
¥ Gireular No. XX1, Railway, dated 28rd July 1883. 
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1 i 4 0 18,980 . 4 meek} 00 
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2 748,100 00 00 40,68,740 4 9,18,082 se 0 _1,00,388 0° 919,46,045 00 
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: e Loties up to woek ending wth February 1889, 

ia chrapara mola passengers. 

| ra , ¢ Baetuding steamer earnings. . 
FINANCIAL YEAR. 

Sas Approximate Statement of gross receipts of the Eastern dtd State Railway. 



































































oe, TOTAL RECHIPTS PROM 18T TOTAL KRCEIPTS FROM 18T 

ss Bugcerrrs POR weux ENDING | RECEIPTS POR WEEK ENDING 

oh. iirm Manctt 1888, Lorn MARCH 1859, arash 180) 2S Pe Pays 1658 50 ete y 

ONG ——| inereavein | decrem 

wet Per | BJ 1888-89. 
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ea worked. |worked.| worked, |worked, a [ne 

Re. \ weak, 

At: Re | Rs |e fe Rs, | Re ie. | ms. Rs, ke 

iar 645 147,619 229 673 | 1,60,800 Be 64s 93,18,739 *1,08,46,570 308 

et 

aS A * Andited up to week ending 9th Pebruary 1880, 

pe" BENGAL CENTRAL RAILWAY. ' 


agerminese Return of Traffic for wrokonded 16th March 1889, on 125 miles open. . 
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200 740 0 «3 6 700 mee woo 
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, * Audited up to week ending 9th Pebruary 1489, 


FINANCIAL YEAR. 
Approximate Statement of gross receipts of the Bengal 0 
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FINANCIAL YEAR. 
Approvimate Statement of gross receipts bd the Dacca State nici a 


























TOTAL RECKIPTA PROM Ist | TOTAL RRCKIPTS PROM 1sT 
ycetPTs FOR WERK ENDING | Receipts 305 WERE SEDINe Arai, 1887 ro 177m Manon | Arum 1854 10 orm Mako ¥ 
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"2 ar if * oe ie | = ] a =a d cr mein ; 
er oan mile oan % 
iicagn|  Raceipta, rile mileage Receipts, mile |mileage | Total receipts, worked hmile ~uge | Total receipts. worked 
“4 worked, worked. worked./worked. om | worked, | per 
i. a t? Week, 
Re Re. Rs. Re. Rs. Re. Rs, | Rs, Rs. 
% 6,502 7 86 6,280 3 86 2,87,173 67 ‘86 "2,01,442 6s 4,269 
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* Audited up to week euding 9th February issy. 


ASSAM-BEHAR STATE RAILWAY. 
ippionioate Return of Traffic for week ended 16th March 1889, on 38 miles open. 
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12,18 0 0 2,99.403 0/ 20,449 0 0 
* Audited up to week ending 9th February 1889, 
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FINANCIAL YEAR. 
Approximate Stutement of gross receipts of the Nalhati State Railway. 
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Fa s (estimated). earnings, 
pee? Number of Coachii Weigh 
e oe ae ee 
BA , | Re. a. P| Mos. 4. Ra, a. P. Ks. a. P. 
A miles eee "a? a7 | 14401 0 0 1.01.33 $ oa 0 0 
ase 0 
Bars 2 Qriper mle of ratwag On | oie 0 wo 0 
bd previous 10 weeks of bull. hy 
pee yer... =n sees | 1,067,078 © 0) 1487401 0! 1,80,086 0 0 
te Total for Ii weeks | 444.503 —1,82,078 0 0 15,8741 0 | 140,188 0 0 
for OomPanron. ‘hy | a 
> 
Cl pewsons year oo Sas teitoe open $0,118 | 15,38 0 0| 207,045 0} 2a117 0 0 
es eaeesek ot onions pot 11 00 a o 
otal to ey J ot |——— oo 


812,008 | 2,08.163 0 0 | 











year 


rh an. 
ty } : 
eee 
meet ea, ee 
re = t. 
r i 





a ‘Corresponding week last yeas 1° March 1589 


“ «ae 
+e 
- aa 
- . 

~ 

. 
4 
. 
. 
bs ~- 

‘ 








+ SUPPLEMENT TO 


The Calcutta Gazette. 





“WEDNESDAY, APRIL 10, 1889. 





* OFFICIAL PAPERS. 





Non-Subseribere to the Gazurtn may receive the Surruement separately on payment of Siz Rupees 
per annum if delivered in Calcutta, or Twelve Rupees if sent by Post. 








CONTENTS. 
—— 

6 Page. Page. 
Anerract the ly = ag Sf the Council of the mux of Rainfell in ending 
Sees Beane. asvombled for = STiiaay (op.m.)-ane deh ot + tees we 2 
poe egulations unde Results of the Meteorological Observations taken 

of 'the' Act of Parliament 24 and 25" Vic. sus | Alipore Observatory trom Sist March to Oth April 1809.” ¢97 

ot the Inland Timigration aoe {ot ” 1882 in Abstract of, the results of the Barom 

os 667 metrio Observa! taken Meteorological 

Mech 068 Obowringhee, in the month of March 1889 608 
870 | Results of the and | Obser- 
vations taken at the Meteorol: » Chowringhee, 

- 8 

672 

678 700 

680 702 

708 

639 7% 

t 706 

690 707 


Abstraot of the Proceedings of the Council of the Licutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
assembled for the purpose of making Laws and Regulations under the provisions 
of the ‘Act of Parliament 24 and 2b Vict., cap. 67. 


Tue badalad at the Council Chamber on Saturday, the 30th March, 1839. 
oe  Bregents 


Str Srevarr Cotyin casi K.0.8.., CLE, Lieutenant- 
oF Sineoms 


{ 









ea LAL Surcan, C.LE. 













Ee | STATEMENT OF 
Tas: Haile te Pe Pies 
course in making a bri of which 
I think should be laid before the Council. poke begin ising 
to you for calling you together at this late pe of the Session, at the end of | 
March, with five Bills on the list, when you have been attending here without — 
having any work to do in the way of legislation d the whole of the cold | 
weather. But circumstances connected with the Bills have put me in sucha 
ition during the whole of these months that I had absolutely no Bill whieh 
T comdd thing before hte and every one of these Bills, as it 
y 


been returned to me the Government of India only within the la 
In the case of some of them this was due to the rale, with which you are all prc 
bably acquainted, that those Bills which have to be seut home to ° etary 
of State have to remain in abeyance a couple of months in order to give him an 
opportunity of expressing any views he rk have, with power, in case no reply — 
comes from him within that time, to proceed to legislation. In reference to others 
‘there has been a ergata correspondence with the Government of India, and _ 
the shape legislation ought to take has only been practically settled within the — 
last week or two. That, gentlemen, is my explanation and apology, but at the 
same time I must express my regret that I have called you together at the 
hottest pt of the year to ask you to undertake the work of going on with 


4 


these B 
‘I may as well deal with the Bills one by one and explain, as far as I can, what 
my own personal views are as to the pro which we are likely, or which 3 


we ought to, make in regard to them. The first Bill on the'list is in the hands 
of the Advocate-General, and it is a Bill for the protection of the rights o 
fishing in private fisheries, The history of this Bill I propose to give at som 
little greater length than in regard to the others, as it 1s one of some considers 
























able. importance. It had its origin in a memorial which was sent: 
Government of Bengal last year by the British Indian Association, » 
besides, by a numeroys and influential body of zemindars, both Euro 
Native, outside that Association, Ihe memorial was to the effect 
exclusive right in fisheries had always been possessed by zemindars, 
income from these exclusive rights were included in their assets on wh 

nt settlement was assessed and on which revenue was levied; 
these exclusive rights which they had always been in the habit of free 


the not have changed the law, yet brought into prominence 
the lew’ which teh the ontiniacs see a wa protec 
awerenes ue sie me memorialists retigeny eee e Ge 
i with the view of. ing their rights. On receivir 
the ( org pw! refered to the Board of _— 10 
possi o tting reilable figures to give something like an 
the value of t inttrosia to be promotes, oT result o! 
been altogether satisfactory as far as ng anything | 
is concerned. But it had this effect that we have been able ¢ 
= pom of Syne es ae eee 
eading Commissioners of Divisions, very decided vi 
importance of the interests to be protected and the ab: 
something to protect them. T chal yt etppngt i 
the legal aspects of the case, as these will ‘be laid b 
more efficieut way by the Advocate-Ge 
whereas the opinion ordinarily. held, 
; rng AY Bay Bees the Ge 
of all kinds any one taking 










he 


aes Sie ee By 
# referring people to the civil courts for their rer 

id been stolen was more than a m ckery, 1 

ves that the memorialists addressed us, [ read 
@ memorial. Sed 





5 ie 


was 
just 
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Tae 


thoy may be in law, has been to put’ n 
in Sia hh atio . h ‘stron 1 navigable rivers which, as above shown, aro most 








gained ground in iots that where a julkur 
1, the older has no right to the fish, and.landholders’ oomplaints of es 
oti of fish from julkurs situated Within their estates have since been generally 
‘Your moemorialists humbly. insist that the right of landholders to julkurs situated 
within their estates and talooks, whether in the form of enclosed tanks, aaa streams, 
pe jheels and bheels in communication with tidal rivers, is unquestionable, al has been 
ized in a long series of decisions, Hie 
«This right was tevognized by the Mohammedan rulers of the country; and the 
British Goveruiment, in whee ® permanent settlement of the land revenue of these 
.provinoes, mepreedly ineo: in that settlemont the rents and profits realizable from this 
description of property.’ : 
“They go on afterwards to say— 

‘It would be worse than useless for private landholders, or. even for the Government 
to endeavour to protect their rights by bringing civil suits against —persons’ infringi ig Tights 
of fishery by unlawfully taking fish, an your memorialists respectfully urge that it is im- 
peratively uecessary for the protection of these Tights that such persons should be punishable 
si under the criminal law, R 

§ of fish under such 


‘It has been ably argued, and with much learning, that the takin 
circumstauees is not theft; but however that may be, it has general) » 88 showa above, boen 
looked and treated as theft in this country, and your memoria); ts are convinced that 
of selina. Short of the punishment of theft, will be sufficient. tg deter offenders and 
afford adequate protection to the rights of your memorialists and of the nt,’ 

“ After hearing from the Board of Revenue and the local 






























Governme 


yed, when the real state of the law becomes generally known 
‘the» people realize that violation of julkur tights is not # criminal 
likely to commit such violations belong to the poorest classes, and it 
‘mg i ivil court. The result is that pro- 
when tiveir rights are attacked. 
unds to ask that Government 
it derives a considerable revenue, 
throughout the entire period of our 
ually strong. There can be no doubt 
ions will be cunstaut attempts made 
the o.nsent of the owners. Te landholdiy 
sw fees aedfotiion iia igo cases, wi 
great value, au ere certainly _ 
bo a Bey ous or buth sides if the law is left as ut 
‘also not without considerable weight, that unless these 
_& serious diminution in the fish supply, owing to the 
i which will result. From. this point of view, the 
sons is much to be deprecated; for while the 
 tenipora: it would certainly be purchased at the 


t 








e found in other provinces 
¢ upon that» point their 
‘circumstances exisved princi. 
















o doubt there will be certain d . 
ry eon of p ate fisheries, ser eit 
mittee will have to devote cousiderable attention. The : 
brought in next Saturday and referred to a ‘Select Committee. Its subseque 
progress will of course upon the view the Select Committee will tak 
it. The question is one of some importance, and the sooner protection can me 

iven to the zemindar, I think you will all agree, the better. So much for the 
ivate Fisheries Bill. r 
“The next is a Bill ‘ to eénsolidate the Calcutta and Suburban Police § super: 
mics pat Funds.’ This is a small technical matter, which Sir Henry 
will explain to you, and on which I need not dwell. * 
“ The next Bill is one of more considerable importance. It is jet its inep 
tion a purely consolidating Bill to bring into one form or Act the } 
at present runs through several, and opportunity will be taken to make sey: 
alterations and changes. There has been considerable discussion as to whether 
a considerable alteration should not be effected in the financial position of the , 
Port Commissioners ; but this having been negatively decided by the Govern. 
ment of India, the changes really made in a substantive part of the law are 
not very considerable. This Bill will also be referred to a Select Committee 
next Saturday, but its future progress is not a matter of int 
and I shall not urge you to press on with it beyond what the Select 
thinks fit to advise. 
“The next Bill ‘for the appointment of a Mohammedan Burial. Board i in 
Eeoatia: is the outcome of the enquiries and cogitations of a Committee 
ear to take into consideration the bad state of the many mre 3 
a grounds and the difficulties that are to be met with in con 
in finding more room for the burial of Mohammedans in new burial-grounds, — ‘The 
Committee was a very strong one, for it had representatives of the Mc 
community as well as officers of the Government and Muni se if ‘it, and 
their recommendations have been embodied in this Bill which Sir oa 
Harrison will ex 5 emer to you. 
“The last Bill is one which I shall have to explain to you at a later p 
of this morning’s business. I may say now that it had its origin in a 
outbreak of cholera last year, in which nearly 600 coolie emigrants to. i 
died, and which led to’ the Local Government putting an_end altogethe 
geeks ent Sly rae from some of the labour districts. I will reserve furth 
I ask for leave to introduce it; but I irik only to mentior 
now som thee lock upon this Bill pitch neh wnat yeahh on our list, becar 
on “cnt gees is now on, and if anything at all is to be done it shoul 
one quickly. . 
neers only one thing more to sa’ » and it is a subject which 
with gre It is to inform “yun that, this. is ad Ly ¢ 
Etiets = a 1 have the advantage of the mature noel and 
my hon’ble friend “e ae ins has sat so Pry) in ee) 
assisted it so ably. ph rend wai am Pa 
but the feeling of al the bers of the © 
extreme regret we look to his departure, and 
Government generally will feel the stverence of 
to the public.’ ig ink 




















for the protection of the ri 


* Private rights of Ise 
wodiaer ae B classed under the fo: ete 
Tops ruil nin 

hang ng have gran’ acc 


discontin 


antl however, is d lat: expensive, and having regard to the class 
prgsimoteen ys poorer classos, who would be likely to infringe these private 
vighte of fishery and taking fish, it may well be said that the remedy 
py civil suit woul: be a mere waste of money. Under these circumstances, it 
is evident that, in order to provide an effective remedy against the infringement 
of private rights, a remedy of a summary and coercive character should exist. 

«On turning to the memorial of the British Indian Association, I find the 
following statement: ‘ Under British rule, both before and after the passing 
of the Penal Code, Magistrates have been in the habit, in accordance with the 
popular view, of convicting of theft persons Yi to have unlawfully taken 
fish,” and I find the same view held by two officers of experience, one of whom 
is Mr. Smith, the Commissioner of the Presidency Division. In his letter of 
the 21st April, 1888, addressed to the Board of Revenue, he says :— 


\To make the offence punishable as theft would be only to legalise what has been the 
uniform custom of the country until recent decisions have questioned the legality of the 
7%) 


practice 


‘‘ Mr, Lowis, Commissioner of the Rajshahye Division, in his letter of the 
91st June, 1888, concurs in the same view of the matter. I have not been able 
to find that this was the law of this country at any time. I have not been 
able to discover a single case in the Nizamut Adawlut reports, and the Moham- 
medan law contains no provision constituting the taking of fish out of water 
which forms the subject of a private fishery a criminal offence. The refer- 
ence made by the British Indian Association to the Hidaya in paragraph 2 of 
their letter does not touch the question. 

That being so, I now tarn to the decisions of the High Courts. These 

‘decisions have been carefully collected for the Bengal Government, and 
although most of them bear in the same direction, I shall merely refer 
toafew of them. In a case decided on 20th March, 1873, by Justices Kemp 
and Pontifex, it was held that the taking of fish from a public navigable 
river in which another has a right to fish is not theft, nor does the catching of 
fish in a navigable river render the person so doing liable to be convicted under 
the Penal e. That case is reported in the 19th Vol. of the Weekly 
Reporter, Criminal Rulings, in page47. I findin a Madras case of 23rd October, 
1878, (Indian Law Reports, 5, Madras Series, 391, note) it was held that fish 
living in open irrigation tanks were not in possession in such a sense as to render 
their capture and removal a theft. In a Bombay case (Indian Law Reports, 10, 
Bombay, 193), where the accused were found fishing without permission in a muni. 

ipal tank, it was held that they could be convicted of theft, as the tank from 
which the fish were taken was apparently an enclosed tank and the fish were 
therefore of restrained li and liable to be taken at any time according to 
the pleasure of the owner, and were therefore subjects of theft. Thena case came 
before Chief Justice Petheram and Mr. Justice Ghose, known as the Meherpore 
case, in which it was decided that fish in a 6A or natural lake was the property 
of no one, and until reduced into possession uo property could be acquired by 
Pe) one, and that the capture of such fish in a wild state could not be the 

ject of theft. ; WS 

_ Then there was another decision of the same two Judges in July 1887, 
affirming the same principle; end lastly, there were two decisions of Justices 

Norris and Ghose, fo the effect that fish in a public river could not be said 

to be the property of the person who may have the fishery right, and that where 

a tank was dependent on the overflow of a nei ae wane which was con- 

nected with flowing streams for its supply of fish, and that the fish could leave it 

sure, the t of fish from such tank was not theft. Now the first 
the Chief Justice and Mr. Justice Ghose in 1887 was a decision 
laid down that the: eee ey in fish in a natural 

y, and I would also point 

- bhil was fed by channels which communi- 

. Were it assumed in that case that 
were captured the di resembled a tank 
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‘‘ Now an elementary principle of English law was laid down thus:— 

«There is a principle of our law which will be noticed more fully in its place 
that, in general, no pegsb make title to animals ferw natura, for these widlither dein 
wild are accounted nullius nm bonis (or what amounts to the same thing) as the common pro- 
perty of mankind.’ (Stephen’s' Commentaries, page 684.) 

“The Roman law was substantially the same. Sander’s Institutes of Justi. 
nian, p. 96:— 

‘ waa beasts, birds, fish, that is, all animals which live either in the sea, the air; or on 
the earth, as soon as they are taken by avy one, immediately become by the law of nations 
the property of the eaptor, for natural reason gives to the first eaptor that which had no pre. 
vious owner. And it is immaterial whether a man tukes wild beasts or birds upon his own 
ground or on that of another, &o,’ Fo : 

“Deducing a principle from the nature of the subject itself, it appears to 
me that the elementary principle of law to which I have referred is of general 
application, applicable to this country as elsewhere. The Judges who decided 
these cases in the High Courts merely applied an elementary principle jof law 
of general application. And if I may be permitted to say so, I think their 
decisions are sound and aceurate. The case decided by Justices Kemp and 
Pontifex in 1873 seemed to uce no alarm, nor was it, as far as I know, the 
subject of any hostile criticism, But the later decisions in thé Meherpur case 
and in one or two other cases have been objected to, and have been assailed 
with considerable warmth. I am prepared to admit that the Judges of the 

igh Courts are not infallible, but 1 think those who endeavour to rE arin. the 
decisions of the highest tribunals of this country and the opinions of Judges of 
experience should put forward a strong case. Such a case might be made by 
reference to decided cases which contravene the decisions objected to, or by 
challenging the principle on which the decisions are rested, or by showing that 
other acknowledged and _well-recognised principles apply to the subject. itself. 
Now, those who have made objections have done nothing of the kind. As far 
as decided cases go, there are absolutely none that could be brought forward. 
With regard to contravening the principle upon which the Chief Justice based 
his decision, 1 may say that the proposition is too elementary and too well- 
founded to be controverted. No rps was made to show that any other well- 
recognised principle of law applied to the case. Under these circumstances the 
objections, as far as I am aware, resolve themselves into a 
vituperative assertions, and an array of words which exhibit a usion of 
thought as to the meaning of ‘‘ property” and “ possession,” and demonstrate 
nothing beyond a want o —— the subject under consideration, _ 

“ The propositions which have been laid down by the High Courts are sum- 
marised ably and tersely by Mr. Edgar. He says in his letter of 6th Septem- 
ber, 1888, as follows:—‘ The law relating to this subject, as gathered from the 
series. of judicial decisions given in Mr, Beeby’s note, may be summarised as 
follows'— ; 

‘There is no remedy under the criminal law in the case of the infringement of | r 
rights, except where the fish are taken from an enclosed tank in which flop ed he es 
trained from their natural liberty. The fact of fish being in a public river does not mak 
the fish in it the property of the person who has the fishery right in such river, 
oan be said to be in possession of them, as they are fere natura. The right of : 
pre y of such a nature that a man who infringes it can be said to ‘orimi 

ish in a tank enclosed on all sides, but dent upon the overflow of a 
channel for its supply of fish, are not of their natural liberty at a time 
are high, and are rer under such circumstances ferw nature, and their ¢ 
a criminal offence, Wild in a bAil are not. pees 5d of any person. ti 
are fish in a creek or in an open tank made for the p ni On 
it is theft to take Bch trom an enclosed tank whert flah ane rained of, thet nd 
and are liable to be taken at any time by the owner of the tank.’ =» 

“The decisions of the High Court having disposed of the « 
fish otherwise than from an enclosed a ae om need. 
same 

















it follows that there can be no criminal 
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misappropriation disappear, because there must be 

which was the ike of some one. ‘There bein 

follows that a charge of lab s-pa of misapy 
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indars ina temperate spirit and to be supported by very fair reasoning, 
although I do not agree in some of the legal positions taben ih it. This Totter 
shows what I have adverted to, namely, that, in the present state of the law, 
there is no sufficient or efficient protection of private rights of fishery. It is 
therefore necessary that some coercive measure should be introduced the 

islature for the protection of private rights of fishery; and that will be the 
object of the Kill I ask leave to introduce. “ 

The Bill will be a short one, and will be directed to three points, viz. to 
make the infringement of private rights of fishery punishable under the law, to 
make trespass penal under the same circumstances, and to prevent persons using 
contrivances and devices for the purpose of catching fish which they have no 
right to take, I think the Bill will be safficient to effect the purposes in regard 
to which the British Indian Association has addressed the Government.” 


The Motion was put and agreed to. 


POLICE SUPERANNUATION FUNDS BILL. 


The How’ste Str Henry Harrison moved for leave to introduce a Bill to 
consolidate the* Calcutta and the Suburban Police Superannuation Funds, 
e said :— 
m ‘As His Honour the President has already stated, this Bill is a small one, 
It merely amends one or two sections in the existing law, and I can briefl 
describe the object of it. The Police Forces of the town and suburbs are botly 
under the Commissioner of Police, but by law they are separate forces, and the 
funds for providing pensions for the lower grades of officers and men for each 
of these two forces have hitherto been separate funds, but as a matter of fact the 
two forces have been practically very closely allied to one another. It is natural 
that the superior officers of the Police have availed themselves sometimes of the 
services of the town police in the suburbs and vice versd, aud transfers of officers 
and men between the two forces have been frequent. Some time ago it was 
found that of the two Police Superannuation Funds, that of the town was 
apparently quite solvent, while that of the suburbs was falling into a state of 
insolvency. In a letter which I as Commissioner of Police addressed to the 
Government in 1886, [ pointed out the condition of the two funds, and the 
reasons for the conditions in which they respectively were. The reason for the 
different conditions of the two funds was this, that every policeman drew his 
pension or gratuity from the fund of the Force to which he was attached at the 
time of his retirement, irrespective of the Force in which his services had been 
performed. It would probably have been more strictly correct if his services 
in each force had been counted up, and the pension or gratuity were drawn 
from the two funds in proportion to the term of his service in each Force. It 
had been assumed that lksie would be an sus quantity of give and take, but 
that had not been the case, In the suburbs the men were more unhealthy, 
and there was a larger proportion of retirements, and hence while the men 
drawing pensions from the ‘'own Fund were only a fraction exceeding four 
per cent., those from the suburbs were more than nine per cent., and the 
ipo paid were a ping in the wen te sla a It was pointed out that 
© fairest course would be to treat the two Forces in law, as they were in fact, 
as one and the same Force, and to snelpenes the two Superannuation Funds. 
I think satisfactory reasons have been adduced to show that this would involve 
tical injus either Force, and after considerable correspondence 
and the Government of India, it was finall 
r course to bay ee The object of the present Bill 
Ugamate the two Police Superannuation Funds.” _ 
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it is a thriving and vigorous one. No one who remembers the condition of 
the river foreshore 20 years ago can refuse to the Port Commissioners the right 
to indulge a feeling of pardonable pride in the improvements they have effected. 
The reclamation of the river banks, the jetties, the tramway, the tea ware- 
house, the petroleum depdt, the improved light-ships, the admirable charts of 
the river which have been issued, are all monuments of the energy and success 
with which the Port Commissioners have discharged the duties entrusted to 
them. They are now engaged upon the greatest work they have yet taken 
in hand—the construction of the docks at Kidderpore. This work is fnaking 
excellent progress, and it may be confidently anticipated that it will prove a 
great financial and commerciul success. The operations of the Port Commis. 
sioners have not been confined to the Calcutta side of the river, for on the 
Howrah side they have reclaimed a large tract of land, and have made an. 
excellent road along the foreshore. And all these improvements haye been 
effected not only without any addition to the charges upon trade, but with an 
actual lightening of them. Calcutta from its geographical position can never” 
be a cheap port, the fees for pilotage and towage must always handicap this 

port when compared with Bombay, but the Port Commissioners have been 

able to reduce the pilotage charges, and to do away ans ng with the port 

dues which were formerly levied. As a port due produces about Rs. 80,000 

for each anna of the rate, the abolition of a four annas port due implies a relief 

to the'shipping to the extent of about three-and-a-quarter lakhs per annum. — 

Honour should be given where honour is due; and I therefore think it 
right to say that the success which has attended the administration of the 
Commissioners has been largely due to two individuals: to their first Chairman, 

‘Mr. Schalch, who laid down the lines of policy which the Commissioners have 
steadily followed, and to Mr, Duff Bruce, who was for 17 years the Vice- 
Chairman and Engineer of the Port Trust. But in bringing out these two 
names for special mention, I ought to add that their efforts would have had 
little result if they and their successors had not enjoyed (as I am happy to 
say they have enjoyed) the confidence and the co-operation of the Chamber of 
Commerce and of the mercantile community in general. Mr. Schaleh may 
have been the head, and Mr. Bruce the right hand, but the backbone of the 
Port ‘Trust is, and always has been, the Chamber of Commerce, — . 

« The legislative charter of the Port Trust is Act V of 1870, but this Act 
was necessarily of a somewhat tentative character, as the establishment of a Port 
Trust in Calcutta was at first of the nature of an experiment. The experiment 
had been tried in another form by Act X of 1866, which vested the 
ment of the Port in a Committee of the Calcutta Justices. The <xpeinal 
this form proved a failure, and hence it was natural that the Act of 1870 
should have been somewhat cautiously worded, and should have contained 
various restrictions. But as the duties and responsibilities of the Commissioners 
increased, and their administration was shown to be successful, the oo Act 
of 1870 was supplemented by a number of amending Acts, all of w were 
in the direction of extending the powers conferred on the Commissioners. 
The most important of these are Act IV of 1880, which deals with 
ing powers of the Commissioners; Act II of 1885, which auth 
construction ef the Kidderpore Docks ; and Act III of 1887, which 
the elective principle into the constitution of the Trust. of 

“The result is that now we have altogether nine Acts dea’ 
Port Trust of Calcutta, and I believe the Council will agree that the 
come when it is advisable, and indeed necessary, that these Acts sh 
solidated. ‘The Bill, as I have said, is in the main a consolidati 
occasion has been taken to introduce some amendments, 



















this stage of the Bill go into details, but I should like to 
one or two of the more salient provisions of the Bill. 
attention to the title of the Bill is | 
of the good work which the Port | : don 
Vill is to be ‘The Calcutta Port Act, 1859.’ The ti 
Act to appoint Commissioners for making Ir 
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ofthe Bill relates to the constitution of the Port Commissioners, S. 
number of whom it is now proposed to increase. I may remind 
Council thatyby the original Act nine Oommissioners were appointed, but it was_ 
very soon found necessary to raise the number to 12, and in 1881 it was 
raised to 13, with the object of adding a member to represent Howrah, In 
the Act of 1887 the number was still kept at'13, but’ it was enacted that two 
of the Commissioners should be natives. By that Act four of the Commis- 
sioners were to be appointed by the Qhamber of Commerce, one by the Trades’ 
ssociatioh, and one by the Calcutta Municipality ; that made six; and seven 
were to be appointed by the Government, so that unless some of the elected 
members were natives, two of the number appointed by the Government must 
be natives. That restricted the choice of the Government to a very small 
number of persons, and it was desirable that the Port Trust should contain 
some one re aaegegr, the Marine Department and also some representative 
of the Rail ways. Under tltis Bill it was proposed to increase the number to 
¥, consisting of a Chairman, a Vice-Chairman, seven elected members and six . 
nominated members, and it was still provided that not less than two of the — 
members should be natives. Of the seven elected members, four were to be 
elected as vow by. the Chamber of Commerce, one by the Trades’ Association 
and one by the Municipal Commissioners of the town, and the seventh was to be 
¢lected by such body or bodies or firms representing the native mercantile 
hovses, “a8 the Lieutenant-Governor might direct. The Council would 
remember that this proposal was brought forward when the Act of 1887 
was under discussion, but it was not then thought that the time had come 
for introducing a provision of the kind. The only other change proposed 
in the constitution of the Trust was the section which proposed that the 
Chairman and the Vice-Chairman should not vacate their offices at the end 
of two years, like the other Commissioners, who were appointed * or 
elected, but should continue to hold office during the pleasure of the, ° 
Government. The next Chapter of the Bill dealt with the borrowing powers 

of the Commissioners, and here no material changes were proposed. The 
debt of the Port Trust at present might be classified under four heads. First, | 
there was the item of Rs. 17,65,000, which represented the vulue of the block 
made over to the Port Commissioners by the Government when the Trust was 
established in 1870. °'The principal of that amount was not repayable, but 
only interest-at 44 per cent. payable half-yearly. The second item was the 
amount of the unliquidated portion of the sum advanced by the Government 
to the Port Trust between the years 1870 and 1880, and which is being repaid 

by a sinking fund, under which the whole amount will be repaid in 30 years ; 
the present amount was about 40 or 42 lakhs. The third item consisted of the 
public loans whieh had been raised, of which there were three, aggregatin 
6) lakhs. These were secured by debentures, which would be repai 
it the end of 30 years. And the fourth item consisted of advances made by: 
the Government. for the construction of the Kidderpore Docks, the amount 
expended up to the present time being about125 lakhs. The Bill proposed that 

¢ amounts due under these several heads by the Port Commissioners should 
“ecured on the entire property and income of the Trust, that P inciple — 
vale, been accepted when Acts of 1880 and 1881 were passed. Some 
bon le members may recollect that when the Act of 1880 was passed, the 
wording of the Act was considered to be such that it gave to the Government 
ad the Secretary of State some amount of advantage or preference for the 
‘covery of the amount due to them as compared with the public creditor 
bo es lend his money, How far that was really the case, I can hardly 
- However, it was sufficient to make the raising of loans unsuccessful, and 
other Act was passed in 1881 making it perfectly clear that the Government 
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"with the letter of the previous Acts; and there was also a provision 
the liability of th Gotsibissionces in respect of goods whilst in their custody,” 
- The Motion was put and agreed to.” > : Nee ete 
“ a ek ” A. 00a 4 ’ iat 
‘MOHAMMEDAN BURIAL BOARD'S BILL. 
"The Hoy’ste Str Henry Harrison moved for leave to introduce a Bill to 
provide for the appointment of a Mohammedan Burial Board in Calcutta. He 
sid s— a ee e 4 ‘ 


+ 


“ As His Honour the President has already explained, this Bill is due to the 
report of a Committee which sat last year to inquire into the question of Moham. 
medan cemeteries. ‘Che Mohammedan community, as was well known, like the 
Christian community,- disposed of their dead by burying, and as that com. 
munity in and around Culcutta exceeds 200,000 souls, it was evident that the 

uestion of the burial of their dead was well worthy the attention of the 

Eeataniure, Hitherto, possibly owing to the wise policy of the Government 

to abstain to interfere as far as possible in all religious matters, no continuons 

action had been taken in regard to Mohammedan cemeteries, but the same 

cause which made the Government hold its hand had in ‘facet paralysed’ the 

Mohammedan community, because they had no power to regulate the affairs 

of their own cemeteries, and it was quite in accordance with the wishes of that 

community that what I may call an enabling Act should be passed which would 

enable them by means of a Board of the Mohammedan comunity assisted by 

some of the local officials, to control and regulate the affairs of their own public — 
cemeteries. There are possibly over a hundred Mohammedan cemeteri¢és of all 
kinds in @aleutta and the Suburbs, The greater por of these are’ private 
* *eemeteries, and they are usually well looked after y. their owners? ; there 

« » are about twelve public Mohammedan cemeteries which are under no’ adeqiiate 

_\ @ontrol. The effect of the Bill would be that a Mohammedan Burial board 

' » “would be appointed which would have power to frame rule’)to ‘control and 

¥ regulate burials in these public cemeteries and charge fees, and’ though they 

would have a hard task before them, the effect would bé very benefit, as 

they would have the power not only to prescribe the conditions under which 

burials should take place, but also to extend the ground ayailable for inter. 


ment.” ae 
The Motion was put and agreed to. 


EMIGRANTS’ SANITATION BILL, . 
Tue Hon’ste tue Presmpent moved for leave to introduée a@ Bill to 


see ng for the sanitation of emigrants during their passage in Bengal to the 
got Agate 
Bill is the 







abour districts in Assam. He said :— ‘ 
_ “As I mentioned just now, the immediate urgency of thi 
serious outbreak of cholera which occurred last year, leading to. 

600 deaths among coolies, neariy all of whom were entigtaila: 
districts. But that was not the only cause; and in ordér to 
' remoter reasons for the Bill, I shall have to go a little further back. 
aware that, previous to the introduction of Act 1 of 1852, all 
Assam was controlled by the Government. It was penal 
any coolies to emigrate except under certain specific res 
recruiter who collected coolies was licensed, and before he ¥ 
enquiries were made into his character, and he was registere 
a trate, who knew where he could put his hand on him, and w 
Y he could put his hand on the contractor under whon ie 
— re oe pattie ies his cmp rtm 

regi before the mcg ite. en, after the c 
were taken to a depot which was open to the Mag’ € 




















subject to sanitary control, the depot 
was constantly. supervised and inspected. After 












cs SE Ee 
vent along a specific route. ‘They stopped at 
a ch yee ‘rangements were made,. they wer ected 
aller, and, whare needed, molial services were secured by the Gove 
ment. Th fo aalprberng «ade oh y:bill with the names and of the 
emigrants, 80 that they could be traced and enquiries made all along their route, _ 
and their sanitation, at all events, was carefully looked after. That was the. 
state of the law until Act I of 1882 came in. ‘That Act maintained the old 

system cag without alteration in regard to these coolies who were 
















colletted by n,sirdars and licensed recruiters, and by contractors who 
were registered. But simultaneously with that system Act I of 1882 ‘allowed 
another system to grow up. ‘The framers put in’ a new section, to say that 

nothing in this’Act should interfere with coolies going 4 to Assam otherwise — 
than under this Act. Unquestionably the framer of this Act lobked forward 
to a number of free coolies finding their way to Assam, and who, when tieey go 
not 


~ up there, could’give their labour to whomever they chose, or, if they di vie fS 
‘Tike to. do 80, could come back again, and who, toa certain extent, might — ery 
take advantage of what is termed ‘haggling in the market’ for what ve ea 

_ they wanted. If the vista which rose before the view of the framers of t gx co 


- Act’ had been a real one, if what they foresaw had actually come to pass, | 
and a number of free coolies had found their way up, it would havé been ~~ 
pleasant for the coolies, it would have been pleasant for the Government, it 
would have been’ well for Assam, and it would have heen the first Step 
towards getting rid of a penal Act. But what did occur has been the reverse 
‘of what the framers of the Act expected. They wanted to get rid of middle- va 
men, the recruiter and contractor, who collected these coolies. They wanted 
to get rid of these men, and also no doubt to get rid of the expenses which 

» that system involved. But what has happened? The contractor remains, ¢ 

and he is neither licensed or known to the Magistrate; the recruiter remains, — * 
and he is mot registered or licensed, and no enquiry into his charactér made ; ; 

» ‘anybody ean go about to do the business, and the natural result is that it thas 
gravitated to the lowest and worst possible characters. The coolies collected 

vunder this system are ‘free’ coolies; they are lodged in the recruiter's depot’; , 
this dep6t is not inspected, nor is it under the Magistrate’s control, and the “ 
coolies may be here to-day and in another place to-morrow. No one has 

rer to supervise them. There is not that opportunity which the Magistrate — 
onght to have of enquiring who the recruiters are,or who their coolies are, and, . ~ 

- to all intents and purposes they remain outside the control and supervision of |” 

' the Act. . There Wis possibility of protection, and there is no sanitary regard 
‘forthem.. Thus they are at the mercy of the recruiters and sirdars, and” (.— 
\ when»once collected they are carried off to Assam without, any more sanitary ‘f 
rvision than that of any ordinary passengers. ho. ae 3" 

_\ ©. “The difference between them and the ordinary passengers is that theygo + 

in hundreds and have to stay wherever the contractor's men wish to stay; they © 


oe easily escape, their communications with the outer world are, to a great Tig 
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, cut-off, and if cholera breaks out among them they are helpless.. As. ~ oP 
said before, cholera broke out among them last year. Advice-was'askedfor 
.. and was received from the Sanitary Commissioner and from the Superintendent. 
of Inla igration. Under their advice the officers of Goyernment Me shee 
t powers they had to examine and control the sanitary condition of the = 
8 ts wherever they were found, and some arrangements were made by the 
_, Government railways for providing medical attendance and sanitary super- 
"vision of the coolies on their railways; but these executive arrangements 
'_ but little legal basis at were at the best insufficient, and ultimately the flow . 

of gration: 1 to entirely both from Ranigunge and from = 
j ur. It was in July last that I addressed the Government of , — 
a the | The sanitary condition of ars one ae geek ; 
ok the opportunity, per unfortunately, o 
tion WV iideosite of these middlemen — 
lt rith y the Legislature at th w 
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of the Chief Commissioner should be received orp Oy woking of the Act > 
generally with the view of considering what alterations in Act I of 1882 were 

necessary. ‘This discussion has practically taken up a good deal of the last part 
of the current year. In the meantime the sanitation ~~ of the subject was 
for the time being postponed, Finally, I a that the Government of 


India might approve of a temy Sani} ct which might bring-all middle- 
men for é coolies to Fale noaerd the same rules as be which now 


apply to garden sirdars and their recruits. ~ 

“I ought to have mentioned before that, whereas, two years after Act I of 
1882 was passed, the number of coolies who went up the Brahmaputra valley 
under registration, that is to say, under the contract section of the Act, was 
about 13,000: the number of those who took advantage of the new 
section was in 184 about the same number, viz., 12,000. Gradually, however, 
the free coolies, as they are called, as might be expected, gained very 
over the contract’ coolies, that is to say, the advantage of not being ae tages ; 
any supervising or controlling power, and of putting your coolies under con- 
tract on arrival at Dhubri instead of here in the district, is obviously found ~ 
more convenient to those who collect coolies than to have them registered at 4 
the place of collection and carried on under the supervision and control of the 
Act ; so that at the present day something like 85 per cent. of free goolies 
arrive not under the control of the law. During the last year the numberof ~ 
coolies recruited under the supervision section was 3,800, whereas the number . 
of free coolies was 21,800; in other words, the free coolie system is rapi ; 
displacing the other one, and I think I have sufficiently shown that all the © 
conditions require them to be brought under sanitary supervision just'as © 
much as coolies under contract, and fully justify the measure which I ask for’ 
leave to bring in. As I have said, I sent up a suggestion to the Government 
of India this year for bringing them under the same rules as en sitdar- 
coolies, and after a little consideration the reply from the Government of — 
India was that this would involve a distinct alteration of Act I of 1882 which ~ 


this Council is powerless to , and they suggested instead that the Bill © 
shonld ‘take another shape, that is, the shape in which it has been now 
_-which they assure me is within the of this Council. They have sent 


up a sketch of the Bill in order to show the shape which it might take — 
without encroaching upon the special power reserved to the Vioeroy’s Caled 
The Bill really requires the Lieutenant-Governor to make rules for all necessary _ 
sanitation. I propose, if the necessary power of this kind is given me, to 
exercise it by merely taking the rules as they now exist with regard to 3 
sirdars, and by making the necessary alterations and bringing the two classes 
as closely as possible under the same sanitary supervision. The Bill does not 
go beyond sanitary supervision, and under the circumstances it is just as well — 
it does not, I am very anxious that the whole subject should be very carefully 
considered, for if any general Bill is passed it must be passed in ths Vioaioyl 8 
Council, and not in this, but in the meantime I feel there is avery urgent 
and serious responsibility laying upon us not to allow the cholera season to 
pass without at least doing all in our power to check the grievous mortality 
and the sufferings to which I have alluded, and now it is my duty to ask you 
to assist me by allowing me to introduce the Bill which will be laid before you 
next week with the necessary papers on the subject.” 1): ) ae anes 
The Motion was put and agreed to. 


The Council adjourned to Saturday, the 6th April, 1889. 










Ca.cutra ; 


The 4th April, 1889. 
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| GENERAL DEPARTMENT—INLAND EMIGRATION. 
8 Caleutta, the 8rd April, 1889. 


RESOLUTION. a es 


ReaD— » 


N 
of the Chittagong Division, and enclosed report from the istrate of 
on the working of the inland Emigration Act I of 1982 dung ieee 


The number of labourers employed under the Act in Chittagong, which 
has been decreasing for many years, fell during 188 from 433 to 257, the 
diminution being due to the growing and laudable preference of employers for 


free labour. No coolies are entered as imported during the year, and only 82. | 


<ecuted local contracts. There were as muny as 36 desertions with 18 cases. 
of imprisonment, and the Magistrate of Chittagong states, in explanation of 


the large proportion which these figures bear to the return of labourers employed, 


~ that such an exceptional system is not n 
conditions 6f labour are not different from those prevailing in other parts of 


pa to meet the f the 
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that ‘the reasons for the unusual increase of the number of desertions, 
convictions of labourers, and cancelment of their contracts may be ascribed — 
to the fact that a considerable number of free coolies struck on one large 
den on which they had been living and working and went and execated 
Jocal contracts with another employer, but afterwards they changed their mind 
and left the en of the Jatter; according to him they were enticed away 
from him by their former master.” The work of inspection was very ineffi- 
ciently performed, and under the circumstances the statements in the report as 


wledge of the Magistrate than on any special experience gaine 
i ae: The Lieutenant-Governor haa ep floubt that in Ohittagose ' 

the small and diminishing eying of coolies bound by contracts under the 
Act are treated exactly as the free labourers with whom they work. 

2, he report is of interest as being the last of its kind which will be 

submitted for a complete year in this Province, the system of statutory contracts 

wg Woes abollatied in Chittagong by order of Government, with effect from 

the first day of the current month. The present report affords further evidence 

in that district, where the 
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« * the exception. of these brief periods of disturbance, weather has been fine thro 


» fall in North Bengal has equalled about a tenth of the usual amount; 
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SUMMARY OF THE, METEOROLOGICAL AND RAINFALL OBSERVATIONS — 
TAKEN IN BENGAL, AND OF THE METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS 
TAKEN IN ASSAM, FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH 4889, 00 


‘Tn transition from the cold-weather conditions to those of the hot season in Ber 
which usually’ lbhane at. the close of February, becomes complete in March. ‘Ii 
normal features of thé meteorology of March are therefore rapidly increasing temperature, 
gradually decreasing pressure, a general increase in the sir motion, winds becoming wwster ri 
at the inland stations end south-westerly at the southern stations, while the rly 
component in the wind directions almost disappears except in Behar ; the air is also gen F 
very Ury, skies are clear, and there is an almost complete absence of rain, .unless the mal 
weather conditions are disturbed by ‘the occurrence of the local storms known as EIN 
westers. These storms are believed to be brought abont by the interaction of the more or 
less opposing wind systems which obtain to a certain extent over Bengal in this month, — 
for he. western statious, winds are strongly westerly, at the southern stations strong — 
moist southerly winds usually blow, while easterly winds continue to blow down the — 
Assam Valley, and sometimes penetrate as far as Purneah and Durbhunga.| From the 
nature of the forniation of these nor’-westers and their local character, the rainfall bronght by 
_them, which is sometimes decidedly heavy, is very irregularly distributed. Occasionally also 
the normal conditions in March are disturbed by the formation of depressions over Northern _ 
Andia, which extend ard travel in a south-easterly direction, and give unsettled weather and 












¥ 
* 


"perhaps rain to Behar, Chutia Nagpur, and North Bengal, but these barometric depressions 


are usually less numerous aud less influential in character than they are in the previous - 
cold-weather months.* ; ¢ 

By these irregular actions a moderate amount of rain is brought to rg during 
March. The normal rainfall is heaviest in East Bongal, where it averages about 2°8 inches, 
In South-West Bengal, North Bengal, and Orissa the fall ranges from about one to one and 
a half inches ; in Chutia Nagpur it is rather less than an inch ; while in Behar it is rathor less 
than half an inch. eee! 

Meteorology of the month.—The chief features in the meteorology of March 1889 haye 


1. The mean pressure over the province of Bengal has been decidedly in excess of the 
‘normal, the excess averaging about 0°046 inch. This excess, though fairly equally distributed, — 
has been generally largest at the western stations, where at Cuttack, Asia Hazaribagh it — 
—_ about 0°06 inch ; while it has been compen’. small in South-Hast and South B: re 
where it equals about 04 inch. In Assam the mean excess pressure has been 0-045 inch, — 
and here the excess is almost equal at all stations. eS ay 

2, ‘Ihe average temperature of the whole eae of Beugal has been 1:6° in 
excess of the normal, the largest excess temperatures being confined to the districts of Ob , 
Nagpur and South Behar. In Assam an average excess temperature of .2°2° was registered. — 

3. Humidity has been decidedly in excess of the normal in all districts, the excess being 
large in the south-western districts, where it has varied from about 12 to 15 per cent. 

4. loud proportion bas been decidedly larger than usual in Orissa and South-West 
and East Bengal, but it has been below it in Behar and Chutia Nagpur. LS 
' 5, A slight disturbance or area of comparative barometric depression was formed at the 
commencement of the month over Chutia Nagpur and the adjacent districts of the Cen’ 
Provinces and North-West Provinces. ‘This «as the continuation of a shallow depression wh 
had stretched from Upper Sind into the Central Provinces. depression moved i Ni 
easterly direction and gave a series of thunderstorms with general rain in South-West and East 
Bengal, Boath Bela, and Chutia Nagpur on the first two or three days of the month, while 
few showers fell in’ North Behar and North Bengal. Slightly disturbed conditions wi 
again obtained in the hills and at the stations near them the 13th to the 20th, a 
2ist and 22nd disturbed conditions existed in Orissa, South-West and Hast Bengal ; 
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"he following table shows that, as compared with the results of the preceding 
ake an paretarid of mortality from cholera, but fractional differences in the number | 
deaths reported from the other diseases, vide figures given below :— 3 : 

on ie r Ratio per mille during the wocks ending — 
" _ Gard March 1880, 16th March 1989. 
Cholera 58 ‘ 
ie 82 : 
Ti ts = 
Bis causes 16 
diseases. specified above, cholera, fever, and the maladies coming under the 
id ot a oo proved conspicuously fatal only in the following Munidipalities, and 
9 only in the Serampore town, where the death-rate from this cause stood at 
0 of population : ~ 
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in weight attended with a decrease in freight earned, due principal 
Bee phaher ts Searle oor fo.n talline oo tn despatch from 


. hh —Th Maicnbane under this hend was dae to despatches from Howrah and vid Jubb " : 
in the No Bootinnns being toe gresstoced by heavy despatches in December last, 
jap ehs Herth 7¥¥ estern pis nf 

Serie Mcorece eo chity tc Mengutchen trom loop line stations, and was due to wh 


The decreases under these heads were due to shme cause as reported inst month, vlasithe és 
ft narety in 1888, didnot ext in 1889 = sai 4 


from Cawnpore and Delhi, and was apparently due to up-countey dealers : 
entirely in despatches of kerosine oil from Howrah, and was due to heavy despatches during the 


of inst year, 
two arra' for despatch. 
Foreign.—' 
hora ‘from Howrah owing to heavy speculation in 1888, consequent on the anticipated introduction — 
tye : 
was 


ifly in linseed and mustard seed ; the former decrease was due to exceptional traffic in Febraary. 

‘this year, and the latter was due to the Culcutta market being dull throughout the month. 
off was principally in despatches of ch from Mokameh and Mokameh Ghat, | 
Partly due to diversion of traffic to the Indian Midland Railway from Cawnpore and at other stations 


zi N. St, L, Carrer, Trafic Manager. 


Tart Mansout's Ovvicr, Sauauvon, the th Apri 1889, 
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_ RAST INDIAN RAILWAY. 
Ne wie cagt a week ended 30th March 1860, om 16188 miler open, 
cl i els alata adel Sass 
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CoacurwoTaarrrc, | M¥BCHANDIsR any Miwmnar Taarvio TRAIN-MILES RUN, 
. Other earnin 
4 _Eumber ot Receipts. Weight | Receipts. eine Coaching, | Mereban-/ total, 
’ Re. A. P. Mos, s,{ Bs, an] Bs. a.r.| Re, a yp, ae 
ee “mn,a08 | *o.07.mn 18 0 | 20,8,206 20 eosim 2 $0) Mam ¢ 0! oraz 8 ol vat 


: 
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we “ 


_3,007,470_| 35,48,068 6 0 | 8,80,78,041 30 | 71,858,500 10 4) 1,88,720 1 _8 /1,08,05,343 1 0 
Total for 13 weeks —.., 


3,280,805 38,55, 248 2 0 | $,60,08,328 10 | 78,12,601 13 4 2,05,820 9 8 1,18,73,760 9 




















COMPARIBON, 


for corresponding week 
fowe 

eof ola way porreapond 

a irorresponding date of 


ous YORE vw. oo - 


241,727 | 2,85,85615 1 20,738,001 0] 5,74,506 6 3) 18,75515 0 | 878615 4 

Moves 188 8 2 eon eee 879 8 4 263 580 6 9 

5,489,449} en 156 7) 3,67,56,017 0 | 85,62,500 =" 2,909,083 2 8 1,29,73,656 9 1 
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* Tho increase in coaching traffic is due to the “‘ Barunee’’ bathing festival and to.Gya pilgrims, 






































Approximate Statement of gross receipts of the East Indian Railway, prepared in accordance with Public ; 
Department,Circular No. XXI, Railway, dated 2 23rd July 1883. rs ’ i 
ToTsL RECEIPTS FROM ist | ToT. etc 
curr 208 WERE ENDING | RucEtrre oR wane ENDING | T°TA5 ar 1687 TO Siar Apart 1686 To Sor be] 
: MARCH 1648. Marcn 1889, Total Total ae 7 
increase in by 
Pe 
Per | Mean | mile | a Mean mile 1, a 
mile |tnileage| Total receipts. | worked totlenge Total receipts. ey i 
worked.| worked, per jworned rests) 
week. woe: oe 
Re. Rs. Bs, Rs. Ra, Rs, Re 
5 
680 | 1,615% 9,78,418 646 | 15182 4,03,92,482 580 | 1,5132 4,44,80,410 665 sons 18,52,012 








PATNA-GYA STATE RAILWAY. 











Approvimate Keturn uf Iragfic for week ended 80th March 1889, on 57} miles upen. E ae 
Coacmwe tuazeee, | M™SCHANRIN ane Mrwanar TRAWRIC TRAIN-MILES RUS. in 
i ers ———S ae Total csrnings .|§ ————______ 
cee. Receipts. ebseoeef Receipts. rs Coaching, 








Mops. «. Rs. a. P. Ra, A. P. Re. a. P. 

. 
67,598 10 4,233 15 0 40 0/ 1474 5 0 2,359 
1,182 0 7% 04 “tr 12 sip 






349,593 30 


21,701 15 0 
4,17,192 0 
——- —— —_——_— 


25,035 14 0 











11,9008 | 5,014.10 0 43,986 0 2,808 6 0 2315 8 8,396 15 8 1,678 
e090 | | 67 769 0 415 9 068 1461210} esse 
; 1 7| 449,006.90} 29,080 4 o| ato 4 0| 1,390,085 3 7] 28,945 








is of the Centar Nor LT, Be in accordance with Public Works — 
No. Haig, det date July 1883. 
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Ar itanen 1688. APRIL 1888 TO ~~ 
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Be hi St Rail . 
Bin, — Statement ross receipts of the Dildarnagar-G azipur State Railway, prepared in accordance wi 
; sid Works Sree tweat Circular No, XXI, Railway, duted 23rd July 1883, with P 

bs) TOTAL RECEIPTS FROM 1sT | TOTAL RECEIPTS PROM 187 
© Meer reese) Meee warner | “TR ara oot Bri 

E = Total 
i Mean Per | Mean Per | Mean | em Mean mile ; ‘eso. te Aecrea 
i, )™ Receipts mile | mil Receipts mile |nuleage Totalreceipts. | workéd) mileage | Tota! receipts. | worked ua. 
ae worked, wor worked.) worked, per | worked. per | 
"4 ‘ week. week, 

Sy 
Fees Rs. Ra. 
fe 
he = 
a 
bie TARKESSUR BRANCH RAILWAY. 
Bei Approximate Return of Trafic for week ended 30th March 149, on 22} motes open, — 
Bae? SSS SSS : 
Fa MBuCHANDISE AND MINERAL 
Bis Coacuine Trarric. Teagvic, pile aubidens TRAPPIO TRAts-wruNs y 
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Rs, a. r.! Mps, 8. Ra. a. r. Re, a. pv, Ks. a. Pp, 


wee A 0 930 0 70,120 0 6 
siti ga] MR OMG] mg] maw og 









12,900 0 0} 1,564,980 9 9 
ie of olla oe hails 108 0 tf 0 0 2140 0 
ym oe a oe 018,281 | 8,86,619 0 0! 54,82,890 0 | 0,00,812 0 0 183.214 0 0 |*90,16,545 9 0 
seta for 8 weeks... | "1,701,440 | 907.380 0 0 072,810 0 | 10,68,482 0 0 | 1,05,518 0 0 | Suzie Oo 
ComPARISON, 
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‘ 120.415 | 62,070 0 0 408,032 0 | 07,907 0 0 


an year tee 4546 0 0 14,528 0 0 
io of pyran Pec ay 














‘od of previous year .., 187 0 0 6 726 0 105 0 0 7 0 0 2800} |. : 
* sarroaponding date of 
paver ow | 16710,047 | 9,40,808 0 0 | 64,146,005 0 9,70,008 9 0 193,590 0 0) 21,138,050 0 9 
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* Audited up to week ending %th February 1889, 
t Exoinding steamer earnings, 


@ Due to chrapara méla, 


FINANCIAL YEAR. 


Approwimate Statement of gross receipts of the Eastern Bengal State Railway. 
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Tora RECEIPTS FROM ist: | Toran Recmrprs yp: 1 Sa 
rts FOR WEEK ENDING Becmere REAR ETENe APRIL 1887 To yarn ” “avait 1888 To ‘23nD = bh xed 
‘Hr MaRox 1888, tana ° Mancu 1888, Manca isso. . 
\ intotal Total 
| aE P. u ae x "leety. rea 
ean e or on mile ean mile “Wy 
" mileage| Receipts, mile ideage | Total receipts, | worked mileage | Total receipts, orked me 
— ‘worked worked, , Lak, wceked, sia) al on eae Oy 
week, week, “+ 
, Re. Ra, Re, Rs, Rs, Rs, Rs, Rs, Re 
144828 2% | ors 1,54,980 290 | 645 | 94,09,202 288 | G73 | *1,06,01,500 | 303 |  p.sg.ese ween 





* Audited up to week ending 9th February 1889, 
BENGAL CENTRAL RAILWAY. 


Approzimate Return of Traffic for week onded 23rd March 1889, on 125 miles open, 
tare se a” 
CoacmiNe Travpre, ManCRAaD ne cand Mixmna 








TRAPPIC TRAIN-MIDNS RUZ, 
et ee | “emtcatedye| asta 
Number ot | Coachi Woight , + | earnings, bit Ax 
passengers, | receipts carried, Receipts, Coaching. eee Total, 
Ba. a.r, Mps, 5, Ra, a.P, Ra. a.y.| Ra. ap, nd 
020 770.0 0 B60 0 50 0 0 10 0 0] 149% 0 0 3,597 ‘ 
na} Set “rs ete 16). ase aes 
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Mops, 8. Ra, A. P. 
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. 0 00) - 
¥ year. we 1,41,950 0 11,568 0 0 
*  Potal for 1,08,840 0 


* Audited up to week ending th February 1889. 


‘ FINANCIAL YEAR. 
Approximate Statement of gross receipts of the Dacca State Railway. 











ist 
yor waex xxprxo | Rucuirts yor wanx Expina | TOTAL RECEIPTS FROM let | TOTAL RECRIFTS PROM 
Mazon 1888, @3np Marcu 188%, Apuit 1887 2 Manon | APRIL 1888 co ee ae 


Per | Mean 
Si, ly] te 


















; worked, |wor' 
af 2 —— 
Ph 
hun Bs. Bs. Rs. Re. Rs, 
Par 
ps ; 6 nr en) 60} nm | 8 2,092,705 





* Audited up to week ending 9th February 1839, 
ath ASSAM-BEHAR STATE RAILWAY. 
Coacntno Trarric. scum 7 Tid Munerat 
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* Audited up to week ending 9th February 1889, 
FINANCIAL YEAR, 
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1,084 0 0 10,881 0 72000 —17 0 0 
400 0 107 (0 —3 00 
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15,968 0 0. 2,383,847 0| 12,774 0 0 


- FINANCIAL YEAR. 
Approvimate Statement of gross receipts of the Nalhati State Railway. 


TOTAL akonIPTs PROM 1sT | TOTAL RECRIPTS PROM lsT 
i WSEK BUDING APgiL 1887 To SisT APRIL 1888 To Sur 
1888, MARCH 1889. 
r Sor) 
dalle hatiarop | Total recaipte: wetet | tenes | totes inte. |worted 
mileage receipts, | milew; ‘otal receipts. 
worked,| worked. per worked. 7 per 
5 “| week. week. 
Rs. Rs. | Rs, Rs, 
95,120 os | a7 1,01,678 13 


TIRHOOT STATE RAILWAY. 


_ Approximate Return of Trafic for the week ending 30th March 1889, on 273 miles open. 
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: Other earnings Toral 
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Weight (estimated), earnings, 
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Mops. 8. Re. a. P. Ks. 4. P, Rs, a. P. 


40,205 0] 15,119 0 0 434 0 0] 95,405 0 0 
baa ar eet nee 120 0 oF 


16,89,026 0 | 3,4°,524 0 O°} , 87,279 0 0) 5,60,728 0 0 
17,290,251 0 | 1,01,063 0 0 40.7138 0 0) 405133 0 0 
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07 0 0 100 1% 0 0%} iy 
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296,770 0 0 $8,462 0 0) 557,781 0 0 


m Stcinded in calbulating “Total earnings per mile of Railway.” 
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Abstract of the Proceedings of the Council of the Lieutenani-Governor of Bengal 
assembled for the purpose of making Laws and Regulations under the provisions 
of the Act of Parliament 24 and 25 Vict., cap. 67. 





Tue Council met at the Council Chamber on Saturday, the 6th April, 1889. 


Present: 
The How’sir Sir Stevaxr Cotvin Bavuey, .c.8.1., c.LE., Lieutenant- 


_ Governor of Bengal, presiding. 
eta Sim Cuarues Paut, K.c.1.8., Advecate- General of Bengal. 
S aC. 4 oe Macauay. 






“n “yn Avian. 
t Henny Harrtson, xr. 
fp som Crort, K.0.LE. 
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PRIVATE FISHERIES BILL. 


The Hon'ble Sr Cuarves Pave introduced the Bill “ for the protection 
of the right of fishing in private waters ” and moved that it be read in Council. 
He said :— : 

« After obtaining leave at the last meeting of the Council to introduce this 
Bill, it is uanecessary that I should enlarge on the subject, or repgat the 
reasons which exist for the introduction of the measure. nder the existing 
law private rights in fisheries are not sufficiently or effectually protected, _ By 
the law as it is, any infringement of these private rights is not punishable. 
These rights are very valuable; large sums of money are paid for, and great 
profits arise out of, the exercise of these rights. It is therefore n 

rotect these valuable rights, and it was for that purpose that this Bill has 
am introduced. ‘The Bill, following the lines of English legislation on 
the same subject, is directed to three principal points: namely, first, to the 
offence of fishing in private fisheries ; second, to the offence of erecting places 
and constructing appliances for the purpose of catching fish, without the 
permission of the owner, in private fisheries ; and, thirdly, to make trespass 
upon these lands for the purpose of committing these depredations a criminal 
offence. ‘The fifth section of this Bill provides that offences committed under 
this Act shall be considered cognizable offences, so that the police may arrest 
offenders then and there. I think this Bill will be found sufficient for the 
ses which I originally explained, and under these circumstances I move 

that it be read in Council.’ 

The Motion was put and agreed to. 

The Bill was read accordingly. 


The Hon’ble Sir Caarues Pauw also moved that the Bill be referred to a 
Select Committee consisting of the Hon’ble Mr. Nolan, the Hon’ble Mr, Allen, 
the Hon’ble Rajah Rameshwar Sing, the Hon’ble Dr. Rash Behari Ghose, and 
the Mover. 

The Motion was put and agreed to, 


POLICE SUPERANNUATION FUNDS BILL. 


The Hon’ble Sir Henry Haretson introduced the Bill “ to consebdeuiie 
Calcutta and the Suburban Police Superannuation Funds” and moved that. it 
be read in Council. He said :— : Ret it 

” « It is unnecessary, as leave was granted at the last meeting of the Council 
to introduce the Bill, to say, more than that there is a point pending whether 
any guarantee is necessary for the solvency of the funds, Pat I understand 
that upon that question the Local Government is still in correspondence with 
the Supreme Government, so that there is no necessivy to say anything more 
now. Wie Saban 

The Motion was put and agreed to. : eee H 

The Bill was aecordingiy. oe 

The Hon’ble Stz Henry Harrison also moved that the 
a Select Committee consisting of the Hon’ble Mr. Allen, the 
Behari Ghose, and the Mover. . 

The Motion was put and agreed to. fe 


CALCUTTA PORT BILL 

The Hon’ble Sir Heyry Harrison intro the Bi 8 be 
amend the law relating to the Port of Calcutta and t 
Commissioners for the said Port” and’ moved that it 
The Motion we os and agreed to. Bie ss 
The Bill was accordingly, peat 
The Hon’ble Se Henny Harrtson also 
a, Select Committee consisting of the 













Mr, Allen, the Hon’ble Mr. Moore, t Hi 
The Motion was put and agreed 
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ca EMIGRANTS’ SANITATION BILL. ‘ 
The Hon'ble Mri Nouan introduced the Rill “to provide for the sanita- 
tion of emigrants during their passage through Bengal to the labour districts 
in Assam” and moved that it be read in Council. . 
The Motion Was put and agreed to. 
The Bill was read accordingly. 


The Hon’ble Mr. Notaw also moved that the Bill be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of the Hon’ble Mr. Allen, the Hon’ble Mr. Moore, the 
Hon’ble Dr. Mahendra Lal Sirear, the Hon’ble Dr. Rash Behari Ghose, and the 
Mover, with permission to report thereon within a fortnight. He said:— 


“Tn explanation of the somewhat unusual rovision giving the Select 
Committee oe to report within a fortnight, I Seses to state that there is no 
wish to bind the members to do their work more quickly than they ma 
themselves find convenient ; but it seems advisable to give them power 
report, if they think fit, before the usual period of one month has expired. 
There is every reason for expediting the consideration of the measure, 
so far as can be done without precipitancy; for cholera, which, as His 
Honour the President informed you when asking leave to introduce this 
Bill, carried off six hundred emigrants last year, has recently, I much 
regret to state, broken out again. And it is hoped that no protracted period 

| be required for the examination of a Bill which merely embodies 
the simple principle that emigration should be subject to sanitary super- 
vision, and that such supervision should be exercised in accordance with 
rules to be made by Government, and altered from time to time, so 
that they may always be in accordance with the varying necessities of 
the hour. ‘This policy has been accepted without question for a quarter of 
a century: it was applied by this Council in the Acts of 1863 and 1870 to 
the special case with which we are now dealing, that of emigration to 
Assam, and by the Governor-General in Council in three well-known enact- 
ments to emigration to the Colonies, Burma and the Straits Settlements. ‘That 
it was not consciously abandoned by the framers of the present law, Act I of 
1882, may be inferred with the utmost certainty from the elaborate provisions 
made in that enactment, and in the rules framed under it, for the sanitary 
supervision of the only class of emigrants whom it dealt with; as also from the 
absence of any intimation in the voluminous co espondence and discussions by 
which the measure was preceded of a desire to ilfiense with such supervision, 
They could hardly have wished to enforce strict rules on a minority, while 
n peeing. the greater number, travelling under precisely the same conditions ; 
a had they intended thus to alter an established policy, they would certainly 
have given some reason for so doing. ; 

“The explanation of the action taken in 1882, Which this Bill intends 
to supplement rather than to alter, is to be found in the last statement, that the 
conditions are the same. Emigrants passing through Bengal to Assam are 
divided into two classes—the minority, who have already executed labour con- 
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rers under contract as they pass through Dhubri, — 
er this may be, it is now matter of daily experi- 
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to the other, here in ona at its commencement, is a matter quite 
irrelevant when we are dealing with a question of physical-health, and one which 
cannot properly, I submit, be made the ground for a Giatraene the eper 
systems adopted for the two classes. A recruit ‘drinking from a tainted : 
in an unlicensed depot may imbibe the seed of cholera, although he has — 
never put his mark to a contract; he may develop the fatal germs and spread 
them among hundreds, although he is called a free emigrant. ‘ : 
“But whatever the requirements of consistency, no change would be — 
roposed in the law if existing arrangements did not work badly in practice, 
here have been complaints as to the food furnished to emigrants on their 
journey, the absence of clothing, the abandonment of the sick, and failure to | 
ury the dead ; but it is to the state of the depOts that the greatest importance is 
attached, and it is in these that the greatest improvement may be reasonably — 
expected. ‘I'be attention of Government was drawn to this point, by those — 
most interested, in a letter which I might be permitted to read :— |< Seen 


‘Dated Caloutta, the 22nd August, 1888. 


From—G. M. Barton, Esa., Assistant Secretary, Indian Tea Association, Me 
‘LTo—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, General Department. | : 

‘I am directed by the General Committee of this Association to hand you herewith 
printed copy of a letter, dated the 18th of June, from Surgeon-General A. 0. 0. De - 
c.B., tothe Secretary of the Indian Tea Districts Association, London, on the subject of 
recent outbreak of cholera among coolies proceeding to Assam. 

«Tt will be noticed that reference is specially made to the state of the depots and the 
water-supply at Rexigeal and it is suggested that the Government of Bengal should depute 
a competent medical officer to report on the state of things at that place and at the halting- 

laces between there and Dhubri, and to advise as to the measures that are required to put 
them in a good sanitary condition. 

‘ The Committee are aware that the Government is already considering certain suggestions 
for the sanitary Supervision of all coolie traffic to Assam ; bat they are of opinion that the 
recommendations of Dr. DeRenzy are worthy of attention, aul they therefore beg to bring 
them to the notice of the Government.’ : 


«The enclosure to the Association’s letter begins — 4 


‘Dated 18, Clyde Road, Dublin the 18th June, 1888. 


From—Svurceon-Genera A. 0. O. DeRenzy, c.n., Sei 
To—Exnest Tye, Esa., Seoretary, Indian ‘ea Districts Association. : a nee 
‘Cxorena has been so fatal this season among the ooolies in transit up the Brahmaputra — 
that the Government, I believe, have found it necessary to suspend coolie emigration alto- — 
gether. As this step must inflict immense injury on the tea interest in Assam, i venture to 
suggest that tho Indian Tea Districts Association should take the opportunity of in on the — 
Bengal Government the necessity of measures for preventing a repetition of Toho diealioe $ 
It ought surely to be fully understood that cholera isthe most preventible of all prernr 
oi 


diseases ; and when epidemios, such as have lately prevailed among the coolies ocvur, it may be 


’ 


assumed with absolute certainty that they are dus to gross sanitary neglect somewhere.” 
“ { may quote another passage from Dr. De Renzy’s letter as to the Re ft 


depdts :— ; AS 
‘A gentleman who hss recently been there describes the state of things | 
He says :—‘ It would be a miracle if cholera were not bred at that place. The co 
ed in the Chota Nagpur districts are collected there in depdts before being 
railway. The depdéts are under no supervision whatever. pots that have spac 
have frequently #00 crammed into them. Tho water-supply is from three 
mainly drawn tanks, which are foul in the extreme, ‘The cooliés defmeate 
everywhere a yard from the depéts, and on the margins of the tanks, In | 
‘€ 
















Calcutta depét system of 25 years ago.’ mses ‘ 

“ Previous to the receipt of this communication i 
had, through the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, — 
the free depOts in this town, with the result that th 
to be in an unsatisfactory state. The entries in 
these three depdts are :— React i hiates 
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‘The ing is a ‘two-storied ‘one ;* the and is not well kept, and the drain 
md do blldines . The acoommodatio this inpoticiert ii 
“At the request of the Tea Association, Dr. Gre , the Officiating Sanitary 
Commissioner, was deputed to inspect the mofussil de tte He rapoalee that two 
out of three free depdts visited by him in Chota Nagpur derived their water. 
supply from wells, the mouths-of which were below the surface level, and which 
wore therefore liable to receive the surface drainage. ‘On the whole,’ he 
ites, ‘ the present free depdts are of the most unsatisfactory kind, and should, 
Thing, be placed as soon as possible under proper management and super'vis 
sion.’ As to Raniganj, he observes :— 

‘There is no doubt that the san arrangements of the coolie depits ut Raniganj 
taal aderane esterase drawn in many from tanks thet wre hot 
orer-clean ; the eooking of the food is not ly-attended to ; and, in fact, there is an absence 
of that controlli sapertlaidn, which has been found to be so necessary in respect. of the coolie. 
depéts situated in the Suburbs of Caloutta, in contiection with Inland and lonial Emigra- 
tio. The depots belonging to known persons number from 20 to 25, and there are matty 
private depots besides, in which the so-called free emigrants ato accommodated nntil disposed 
of by persons whose livelihood depends apon such transactions, and with whom. at present 
there cannot | be aay interference. I also admit that there was & foundation for 
complaints made by these managers in their turn, that their coolies were not sufficiently 
povided for on the lines of railway, and I take the opportunity of stating that the Railway 
authorities and Superintendent of Inland Emigration have fecently arrangethonts to 
limit the number of emigrants to be carried dai f 80 as to prevent overcrowding, to proviite 
suitable carriages, drinking water, to help the travellers at places suitable for refresh- 
ment or repose, and to sedure adequate medical inspection and treatment.’ 

“T hope that in reading these extracts, which I think it my duty to place 
before the Council, I have not conveyed the imprewion that there is afty very 

_ gross or scandalous neglect at these depdts. Dr. Comins, the Superintendent of 
inland Emigration, who has just completed an inspection more detailed than 
had been previously made, informs me that he was rather surprised to find that 
they were no worse ; that since attention has been rominently directed to the 
subject there has been some improvement; and that the managers seem 

i to act on his advice, though he has at present no legal position 
in regard to them. He did not, however, find that when care was taken in 
unitary matters, it was always exercised according to knowledge ; for instance, 
in one case where a brick drain was made at some expense from a latrine, it 
was given its outlet in a tank, the water of which is for drinking purposes 
by the emigrants. Ihave also to acknowledge that’ there was much truth in 
counter-complaints made by the coolie contractors that the arrangements on 
railways, over which they had no control, were deficient. This is a matter to 
which the Lieutenant-Governor has recently given much attention with the 
result that steps have been taken to prevent overcrowding, to secure the use 
of suitable carriages, to establish medical inspection on the route, and afford 

- medical assistance, as also to provide for necessary halts, for food and repose. 
It is well known that coolies when first taken away from their homes are, for 
reasons easily understood, peculiarly liable to cholera, and, therefore, need 
special care to them against infection, the results of which cannot be 
tevented by any subsequent treatment. And it is also obvious that as coolies 

Tom different depots are brought together in the train, at Dhubri, and on the 

Assam steamers, any outbreak of cholera among one batch is likely to spread 

( a that the most careful master may suffer for the neglect of his 

. For instance, the a for coolies recruited according to the Act 
ie, by all accounts, kept in excellent order under Government supervision, but 
their 8 can haye no exemption from cholera on the journey if they are 

Massed with men coming from an infected depdt. It is the case of the 
, i2-cable no stronger than its weakest ; to provide for the safety of the 
ship we have t every ink. Such being the circumstances, I hope that 

il, ested in the 












ted tea industry, as also the public 
though it does not purport to deal with the 

su go> to Assam, is, I submit, sufficient for 
diy fail to effect an immediate and appreciable 
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The Motion was put and 7M, Me 
She Metin rasan Sees Behe Rig 5 
The Hon’ble Siz Henry Harrison arrrson also moved that thie Bill 


Select Committee consisting of the Hon'ble Sir Alfred Croft, 
Mr. Allen, the Hon’ble Dr. Mahendra Lal Sirear, 
Mahommed Furrokh Shab, and the Mover. He said :— 


“ With your Bases i pears I should like to: 


to la ge gy sone? within a fortnight. With 
has fallen fro ‘om the hon’ble member opposite, I 
elle if leave were given to this Committee also to report ina ¢" 
sees its way to do 80.. om the rules which may be framed 
may require & eal of care and consideration, 
somewhat © chara, and I think it quite possi 
mittee to report a “fortnight ; and as it has been r y 
appointment of the is urgently required within the resent year, it 
seems desirable to pass "the Act as soon as possible.” ies ald 


_ ‘The Hon'ble the Prestpext—“ If no one objects, T shall give the per- 
mission.” BiB igo: age 





The Motion was put and agreed to. + gia 
The Council adjourned to Saturday, the 20th April, 1889. 
Caxovrns ; (. H. REILY, 

ae Assistant Secretary ta the Govt. of Bengal, 


The 11th April, 
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| “District and date of Suddor Character of the weather and state and 
No. ~ ‘peturn. tion in’ of the crops. ga 
4 inches. ’ 
ENGAL, 
3 Western Districts. . 
1 , Burdwan April 13, ’ 1:01 | Weather—hot and dry. Sugarcane ontturn 12 
no effect on prices! It will allow of 
= Only til and boro dhan on the ground. 
Bunkoora w 18, 1:44 | Weather—cooler since the late showers. Rain has 
plants, and has facilitated ploughing for 4 pea sts oo 
Birbhum » 18, 0.03 | Weather—rather cocler owing to storms, but the rainfall re has bee u 
fh Rampur Hat [A few prsckically nil, No crops to report on. Prices steady. “Rain wanted for 
‘ 2 drops ploughing. ‘ ‘ 


117 | There has been moderate rain during the last three days. It has done some 
See te ators exe. aie Soe sng eipiare Sate: eros; bah high wind has 
ormer 





‘ i a places, 
\ 6 | Hugli © bases » 18, ’89 oe Wisin —e a sitar pep crops doing well, Rain has done good and 
¥ to be in many places, 
Johanabed 1-00 igs 4 
Howrab y» 18, '89}. 1°18 | Weather—cool nights and mornings, hot days; some hail on the 10th. Boro 
__ Central . harvest begun ; a 10-anna crop expected. Some local damage done by hail. Le 
+ 6) 24Perghe, § April 13, '89) 2°24 | Westher—very hot. Nod crops on the ground, except sugarcane which is doing 
well, Tillage going on. More rain much wanted, Prices of food-gruins 
’ vary from 14 to 16 seers per rupee. Sabi 
E 7 | Noddes » 18, '89) 0°51 | Weather—hot and dry; cloudy towards end of week. No crops in the fieldnow, 
Meherpore ” 2-40 except sugarcane and indigo which are doing well. The late rain isas done ‘el 
a Ranaguat ees 0-92 much good to lands which are being ploughed for early rice. = 
Z) 8 | Khoolna » 13, '89| 0°69 | Weather—seasonabie. Boro and fil doing well in Bagirhat, but are suffering 
y in Khoolna and Satkhira for want of sufficient rain. “hie 
9 | Jessore » 18, 89) 0°77 | Weather—hot and dry, The rainfall on the night of the 9th has been beneficial 


to the cultivation of lands for aus and jute. More rain is wanted. 


Nil | Weather—hot ard cloudy at times. Lands are being prepared for aus; but rain 
0°10 is much wanted. : 





Nil} Weather—westerly winds and hot, Jute and bhadoi sowings are in progress. 


0:05 | High west winds and much dust. Rain much wanted. Price of rice has risen 
0-03 from 16} seers to 154 seers per rupee. Fodder is very dear, 

Nil | Weather—cooler thai in the previius week. High winds and sky occasionally o 

The ary ies’ _ lt de eaehoa pomeates ae wat ue 

t as aN 

thay should have done bet t also grass and weeds down, and is by no 


on Seay 


i means an unmixed evil. Jute is also ward. Serions apprehensionz of a | 

: $ general failure of water-supply are entertained in some quarters, aud mea. ~ | 

: 4 sures have been taken to re-oxcavate wells and tunks, | 

14 | Bogra » 18, Nil | Weather—hot and dry. Winds variable, sometimes very high. 4 


of rain, but few drops fell on one day, inappreciable in the = 
pai ghee da y nay sanding crop. Juteand aug tice are being 
mechan but = very for plongbing and for germination, = 
; Course rice steady at 21 seers per rupee. 
0-05 | Wi , duststorms, Rain wanted badly for sugarcane, boro dhan 


and ans 
Wi Harvesting of rubbi crops going on. w i if 
W mornings cool ; east wind prevailing, Sowings of. and 
“ra ge on Rain ie much wanted for winter crops. Pric = apd en 


eather— clondy at times, and windy. Cultivation of jute and “he a 
ees entnar oe tana tr wobgt mclnece. Deis tates a 
dy Nhnog p: iebyaa for want of rain. 

98 | Wenther—cloudy. A littlo sain on the 10th and 11th, not enough to benefit 

08 | wwoather--vory hots Ploughing for aus dham progressing, but more rain is 
| woather-—days hot, nights fairly cool, Harvesting of boro rics is nourly over. 
joteomaese “ 
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$f Pees aioe “coat has now béen com. 
Age we ‘Threshing continues, ta wath sufficient, ve 
Saeaste In prices of iadetsien era so : 
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Nil | Weather—hot. Threshing of ruddi crops going on. eesironns being Ki) 
Weighments of opium in progress, igual, 
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i " leved ; outtutn 
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ubeni 8 antes. Mustird a‘tall crop of 1 ‘annie 5 Linseed 
rahar 10 anne; Wheat 10 annas; opium 16 annasr Rain wanted ‘iadlgy 
tind cheena. Mango prospects ¢mti ne good. Peloes otationayy. i, 








Weather-ot whh west wind, Hurvesting of rubbé continues, Rain 
o & ee Ewing Tndige tn aulfored from Bolten "vagy 100" bows igre 
fil sn Sou 010 nr uy, in 
jeopur 





Weatlicr“seasonable Hafvesting of rabbi almost ong eany ‘outturn hk 


Nil 
auduk. Cheena doing well. 


"89 Weatbor-—cleny and d ights still cool, 0; eighments 
samedi Utah at Motihuree mh} gas. Rain wn ter eae ried 2 ow 

is, Indigo prospects improving. . > 
» 18,789 Ni Weiew, Web) entvest Rete thtechiing SEMI: Trdigo 


y Wether of rain lnVe cléared off. rage ape adie 
tits - cena ann, tepnienaiaend tiing soil 7 


7 ai yates <P eae ' ra. ore 
ie wetaret esd dotag fate ‘Rain is wanted 
a and sown, 


Woitherohot, ‘Whewb 12 té 16 annas in Re: —_ str 
Deoginir, Bore dan aout 16 wnbas in 


wi itornings esol, but da hot and sultry. 
ether ngs ys Ty. 


to the extent of 4 aw 
warited for Dalua 
The ovteutn ts ‘to be 10 auras 


Report not received, 
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; Mae. Mds. 9 Mds. —-No. 
10,568 O76 v ee | $90,002 46,878 74 
oo} nie eer | MAE Siososo | Sis | eras 
86,085 $6,322 8,502 detane 9.520 150,54 81,780 
90488 | sens | 6,58908 | 819,000) 990) © 12,788" | 
" ee ea oo,495 | 19,008 | syn 
267 6.019 89 | W810 | an | yes 
of (1889. ... | 26,16,568 1,00,820 90,080 2,:8,107 | 11,266 | 14,80,545 | 1,711,182 | 2,08,070 65,056 | 64,209 
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SUMMARY OF THE RAINFALL AND METEOROLOGIOAL OBSERVATIONS 
TAKEN IN BENGAL FOR THE WEEK ENDING FRIDAY, THE 
12rm APRIL 1839. 


Tue week began with fine weather everywhere, temperature was high, and pressure 
above the normal. Pressure had been rising, but on the first day of the ‘yok b/Sll ast dnc8 
first sléwly in the north-west districts, but afterwards more rapidly all over the provinoe. 
Gradients became steep at the head of the Bay, and strong southerly winds began to blow at 
the coast stations. On Sunday pressure was considérabty below the normal everywhere, but 
woather continued generally fine,and a few showers fell ‘in the hill districts only. On 
Monday a few light local showers fell in North Bengal, and though pressure continued to 

the first signs of an increase were shown in the extreme west of Behar. “This riso was 
general on the fo owing day ; the strong current which had been blowing on the coast was 
consequently checked, and storms an in Ohutia Nagpur, South-West and East Bengal. 
The amount of rain was generally , and rarely exceeded half an inch. On Wednesday 
and Thursday, the two following days, these storms continued, and were most general on 
the latter, following oné another after a few hours’ interval. While the weather was stormy 
in those districts, very little rain fell in North Bengal, and it was almost entirely absent from 
Behar. Temperature fell rapidly during these days, and the mean was, in some cases, 
largely in defect ; but the variations from the mean were necessarily irregular. On Friday 
there wasa general fall of pressure, scarcely any rain fell, and weather generally improved. 

Pressure.—At the beginning of the week pressure was in excess, but the fall which then 
commenced quickly reduced the excess, and on Sunday a defect everywhere existed, amount- 
ing in some cases to ‘05. The fall continued for the first three days of the week. On Tuesday 
a rise set in and lasted till Thursday, after which pressure again fell. There was defective 

only on Sunday and Monday, The mean pressure for the whole week has been 
everywhere in excess, the largest variation being in Behar and amounting to 08’. With 
the jon of the fall on Sunday, and a somewhat rapid rise at a few stations on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, pressure changes have been en small. 

Temperature.—Temperature was generally high in the early part of the week, but with 
the commencement of stormy weather large local falls began. On Tuesday and Wednes- 
day several stations falls Cening 7°. At Balasore, on Wednesday, there was 
a fall of over 10°. ‘Yemperature for the week has been in excess in all districts, the largest 
having been in Behar and North Bengal. ‘The excess for Behar has been a little over 3°; 
in East Bengal and North Bengal very nearly 8°; in Chutia Nagpur 17°; in Orissa 0°6°; 
and in South-West Bengal 0°9°, 

The accompanying table shows the average maximum, minimum and mean tempera- 
tures for the week at nine typical stations in the province, as compared with the normal 
values for the same period :— 


Table showing the excess or defect of the actual mean temperature from the normal for the week 
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Merrorotoaicat Orrick, BEncat ; A. Pepuirr, 
The 16th April 1889. Offo. Reiowsagtn Rigor £0 St Se of Bengal, 


Results of the Barometrical and Thermometrical Observations taken at the the Meteoro- 
logical Office, Chowringhee, from 7th to 13th April 1889. 
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Dvurine the week en 30th March 1889, the returns of the princi Municipalities 

in Bengal olthe ete results :— ea . 
L ratios per mille of and deaths for the period above referred to stood at— 

for births 225 te sp to 21'9 during the preceding week ending 28rd March, and for 


deaths at 24°5 the same ratio. * +" 4 
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3. The mortality from the diseases specified below exhibits ticeable diff i 
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30th March 1889, 28rd March 1889. 
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4. Of the disoases abovenamed, cholera, fever and the maladies coming under the head 
of “ Other causes ” proved ama greseg A fatal in the following Municipalities, and bowel- 
enn sar in the P. ‘h town, where the rate of deaths from this cause stood at 20-8 
per 1,000 of population :— 
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* The Increase in coaching traffic is partly due to pilgrim and mela traffic, and partly to His Bxootlenoy tho Viceroy’s journey to Bimia, 


Approximate Statement of gross receipts of the East Indian Railway, rime dpe, with Public 
Department r, meat No. AX, Railway, date P5e4 July 1908 Works 
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ts | PATNA-GYA STATE RAILWAY. 
: Appruvimate Keturn of Lrafic for week ended 6th April 1889, on 67} miles open. 
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& Increase is due to Baruni batiing festival, 
+ FINANCIAL YEAR. , 
Approximate Statement of gross roceipts of the Eastern Bengal State Railway. 
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APRIL 1887 TO Siar 
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* Audited up (6 week ending 16th Pebruary 1589. 


BENGAL CENTRAL RATLWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic for week ended 30th March 1889, on 126 miles open. 
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, FINANCIAL YEAR, 
_Aaprosinate Statement of grove receipts of the Dacca State State Railway, 
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FINANCIAL YEAR. 
Approvimate Statement of gross receipts of the Nalhati State Railway, re 
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TIRHOOT STATE RAILWAY. 
spproimate Return of Trafic for the week ending 6th April 1889, on 273 mi 
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Tue following papers are published for general information, in continua- 
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tion of those published at pages 2511—26 of the Supplement to the Calcutta 43 
Gazette of the 19th December, 1888. : a 
Revesve Derr., By order of the Lieut.-Govr. of Bengal, aS 
CaLourta ; P. NOLAN, . 

The 22nd April, 1889. Secretury to the Govt of Bengal. ag 
Estimated outturn of Rubbee Crops and of important special crops, viz., Jute, ay 
Tobacco, Sugarcane, §¢., for the year 1888-89. ae 
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RAJSHAHYE DIVISION—concluded. 
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No. 598L.A. 


Government of Hengal, 
PUBLIO WORKS DEPARTMENT. 
T2xiGATION. 


Accounts, 
Dated Caleutta, the 22nd April 1889. 


—_ 


RESOLUTION. 


OFFICERS AND VESSELS EXEMPTED FROM PAYMENT OF OANAL 
TOLLS. 








Reap— 

Government of Bengal, Public Works Department, Local Communications, Noti- 
fication No. 249, dated 3rd August 1871, 

Government of Bengal, Public Works Department, Irrigation, letter No. 144/,, 
dated 4th Fobruary 1874, to the Superintending Engineer, South-Western 
Circle. 

Government of Bengal, Public Works Department, Irrigation, Notification No. 108, 
dated 3rd August 1880. 

Government of Bengal, Public Works Department, letter No. 21T.—J., dated 2nd 
May 1884, to the Superintending Engincer, Orissa Circle. 

Government of Bengal, Public Works Department, Irrigation, letter No. 1837/., 
dated 6th December 1884, to the Superintending Engineer, South-Westera 
Circle. 

Government of Bengal, Public Works Department, Irrigation, letter No, 1130/,, dated 
18th August 1886, to the Superintending Engineer, South-Western Circle. 

Letter No. 445, dated 28th June 1888, from the Commissioner of Orissa. 

Letter No. 5033, dated 6th October 1888, from the Superiatending Engineer, 
South-Western Ciagle. 

Letter No. 4857, dated 30th November 1888, from the Superintending Eugineer, 
Sone Circle. 

Letter No. $2, dated 5th January 1889, from the Superintending Engineer, South- 
Weatern Circle. 

Letter = 1275, dated 28th March 1889, from the Superintending Engineer, Sone 
Circle. P . 

An examination of the rules which have been issued in connection with the 
various canal systems shows that they differ greatly as regards the officers who 
are exempted from the payment of tolls. In future, in supersession of all 
previous orders onthe subject, only the officers and vessels enumerated in 
the following schedule will be exempted from payment of tolls. These orders 
will take cffect from the lst May 1889. Any exceptional cases, where exemp- 
tion appears for special reasons to be desirable or necessary, will be referred 
by Superintendipg Engineers for orders of Government ;— 


ScHepvue, 


Officers exempted from payment of canal tolls. 


1, Canal officers, i.e., those directly in charge of Irrigation works, and whose duty 
pier necessitate travelling through the canals for inspection thereof, when 
uty. 
2. Deputy Revenue Supérintendents of Irrigation when on duty. 
3. Police officera when on duty. 


N. B.—No officer can olaim exemption on the mere ground that he is connected, a 
regards his duties, with any of the abovementioned officers: for instance, * 
Magistrate snd Collector is in the former capacity the superior of the police 
officer, and in tho latter the superior of the Deputy Revenue Superintendent, 
but this cannot in any way be allowed as qualifying him for exemption. 
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Vessels. 


1. Vessels.carrying troops. : 
2. Vessels owned by the Commissioners of the Port of Calcutta, which may euter 
the Calcutta canala or Tolly’s Nullah either from stress of weather or on 
business connected with the port, and which do not carry passengers, materials, 

- or goods. 


OBVERED—That a copy of this Resolution be forwarded to the Secretary 
to the Government of Benga), Judicial Department; Secretary to the Board 
of Bevenue, Lower Provinces; Commissioners of the Orissa, Jeurdwan, 
Patna, and Presidency Divisions; Collectors of Cuttack, Midnapore, Patna, 
Shahabad and Gya; Inspector-General of Police ; Superintending Engineers, 
Orissa, South-Western and Sone Circles; and Examiner, Public Works Accounts, 
Bengal. ; 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


O, W. I, HARRISON, Lieut.-Col., n.x., 


Of9. Joint-Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal, 
£. W. Dept. 
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Rainfall, Weather, and State and Prospects of the Orops. 
Statement showing Rainfall, Weather, and State and Prospects of the crops in the different districts 0 






Bengal, as reported to 


Government, during the week ending the 20th April 1889. 





: Rainfall 
District and date of at Sudder Character of the weather and state and prospects 
Mo. return, goon of the crops, . 
inches, 
i 


BENGAL.- ° 
Western Districts. 


1 , Burdwan April 20, 789 









0-85 | Weather—hot and dry. No crops. Prospects poor while’rain holds off. Pricg 
again rising, and now 16 ecers for common rice, Sporadic cattle-por in ¢, 
of district. P | 





















:| 2 | Bunkoors » 20, °89) Nil | Weather—very hot. Rain is wanted for ploughing. Standing crops are comin 
E on well, ‘Trapsplantativn of sugarcane commenced. Prices have slizh 
a risen. 

%) 3 | Birbbum » 20, 89} Nil | Great heat, no rain, Practically no crops on the ground. Ploughing has to 

Py . deferred fop want of rain. 

Q{ 4 | Midnapur » 20, 89) Nil | Weather—very hot with occasional light showers. Boro is being reaped 
f . places. Slight damage done to this crop by high wind. The recent 
R has not been snificient to allow indigo to be're-sown, 

5 | Hagli n 20, * Nil | Woathor-- seasovable. Sowinga huve not connurnced yat, but ploughing 


eurly rice general, Sugarcane is being planted. * 


Howrah esses | Report not received. 


Central Districts. j 
6 | 24-Porghs, April 20, ” Nil Weather—abnormally hot, with occasional clouds, and windy. Lands are bei 
tilldd tor the ana crops, cae rain is much wauted. Sugarcane is progress 

Prices of food-grains vary from 13 seers 64 ehittacks to 16 seers per ru 


-| 7 | Nuddea sw 20,89) Nil | Weather—hot, but cloudy in the Kooshten and Meherpur sub-divisions. 
3 Kooshtea ao 0-46 crops in the field except indigo and sugarcane, which are doing well, 
a Meherpur 450 are under cultivation for carly rice. Sowing of early rice has com 
Chooadanga . 0-46 in parts of the Meherpur sub-division, More rain urgently needed. 
ia] 8 | Khoolna yy 20, ’BY 0°47 | Weather— hot with high wind. “Horo paddy und fi] thriving in Bagirhst, 
5 suf-ring in other parts of the district for want of eufficieut rain, 
a are being ploughed. 
ml 69 | Jessore n 20, 1:85 | Weather--very hot and dry, The partial rain bas done good, but. more wan 
F Jhenidah 1°85 Price of rice rimng. ; 
Magura Ove 
Narail se 177 
10 | Moorshedabad 20; * Nil | Weather—hot and dry, Ploughing going on, but rain needed. 


Dinagepur n 20, Nil | Winds easterly, About 2 annas of 4hudvi and 4 annas of jute sown, Some 
ia wanted, 

Nil | Weather—very hot. Jute and loro paddy being sown. Cultivation going 
for paddy. Rice still sells at 164 reers per rupec. 

2-84 | Weather-~ unscttled ; frequent gales with heavy rain. There has been a 9 
genernl fall of rain, which has greatly benctited the crops. Pri 
now fairly good, and the serious apprehensions produced by the drought 
atanend. The rice aud jute sowings will now be completed. Some 
has been done in the south hy hail. Cattlo disease is very rife. 


Rajahahye * 20,’ 
Rungppr n 20,” 







14 | Bogra _ » ®, Nil | Weather—hot days, nighte moderately cool. Winds very ehangeable. 
often threatens, but never falls, Ans rice, jute. and cheena are germil 
slowly, but rain is urgent.» needed. L’rico of rice steady. 

15 | Pobna » 20, 2°21 | Weather—clondy, cceasional showers, Rain where fallen bas done much 
but is not general, More rain wanted. Aws aud jute ure being sown; 
la'ter to the extent of 2 annas. 

16 | Darjeoling » 20, 2-96 | Weather—daimp and misty with occasional: heavy ehowers, Hail-sto 
14th xt Ranjorum did some damaze to evops. Spring sowings being 
ously pushed on, So fur prospects good, 

17 | Julpigorce » 20, Nil | Weather —hot during first part: of week ; latterly cloudy. A little rain 0 
night of the 19th, More rain wanted. Cultivation of lands for jute 

Eastern Districts. paddy going on, Prices stutionary.: 

18 | Dacca April 20, 1:42 | Wenther-—hot and cloudy with strong wind. Cultivation of jute and smut 
aus paddy going ou. Kecent rain has done good, Boro paddy is beiog 
f Extiimated outturn of mustard sud safflower is 10 and 8 anvas respecti”’ 
@]} 19 | Furreedpur n 20, " 1-78 | Weathe—-bot. Rain fell on three days, More rain wanted, Outtarn of 
a pauly about 8 annas. i 
4 20 | Backergunge n» 20, ’B9 017 pe ig hot. Ploughing progressing for aus dhan, but more; 
a . ‘ wanted. . 4 : id 

21 | Mymensingh n 20,89} 8:84 | Weathur—hot during the day; cgelat night. Harvesting of boro’ toe 
® as He 063 getting on. Bowing of awe atl pay i commenced, H 
Netrokona 6-87 Tah } 

. < 

Chittagong »» 20, 89} 0°16 | Weathor—hot. Rvin much wanted. Lands are being prepared Sor om F 

i State of other miscellancous crops is not good tie ant of ra 

23 | Noakholly w 20, 80) 0°24 | Weathg—windy and cloudy, Sowing of ane crops continnas. Rabi 0 

. ; being harvested, Betel-nuts and cocoanuts curing. “Rain wanted. 
24 | Tipperab nm 20, 89} (188 | Weather—storiny with south wind and occasional rain, The ten be 





improved the stauding crops and the crops lately sown, 
re sown. It is estimated that 8 ‘sunas pA dhow 
, amun dha» have been sowiy ys 
soe | Beport dot received, : 


: Ragsxanys Dive. 
<= ~~ —_— eer te 
nn <n 
o non 


Cuarrrasoxe Dive. 


26 | Chittagong*Hill “ A Ns BR 
Hill Tipperah 2-83 | Weather—lot with sootherly wind, Coplote showers of 

7 oe Lith, Lande are velng vuMitated fr data 

rein bee done good tot ‘standing crops, 


=e he 
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Rainfall 
District and date of at Sudder Character of the weather and state and prospects 
return. Station in of the crops. 
inches, 
‘atoa April 20, ’89) Nil Weather— hot with west wind, Threshing of rudbi crops ‘still continucs to a 
. certain extent, Prospects generally favourable, but not good in Behar. 
Prices of food-grains rising. 
ya », 20, 89) Nil Weather—-hot and fair, Threshing of rudtx crops going on. Sugarcane is being 
irtizated, Cérena is coming on well, Vvices of food-grains rising. Opium 
Weighments in progress Chroughout the district, 
hahsbad » 20, 89) Nil Weather—lot with west wind, Cheena und sugarcane doing well. Nothing 
: ele on the ground, Prices rising in Sasseram, but stationary elscwhet.e, 
‘urbbunga » 20, ’89} Nil High easterly winds prevailing. Rain very much winted for cheene, mung, aud 
indizo. Aubbi barvest finished ; thressing going on. Landa being prepared 
for bhadoi cultivation, Vrices nlusost stationary, but tending upwards. 
‘ozufferpur » 20, 89) = Nil Weather---continned hot west winds; no ign of rain. Kain is urgently needed 
for indigo, eherna, and ming. Cheena has already suffered very badly in the 
Sitamurhi yab-divistom, and the outturu will be very small. The rbdé 
harvest is over, the general outturn being gourd. 
arun » 20,89) Nil Weather. seasonable. Harvesting of ruthé alist completed ; outturn estimated 
et l2annas, CAécena doing well, 
humparun » 2v, "BY = Nil Weather—elear and hot; east wind prevailing. Rehhi harvest completed. 
Opinm weighments progressing ; yield one-third heluw estimate, Cheena 
needs rain, especially ou uplands; prospects poor, Indizo deing fainty. 
Vrices tend towards a rise. Prospects of mange crop favourable, 
longhyr » 20, 89} Nil Weather—seasonable, Outturn of rvddé 12 annas.  Ind)go promising, 
hagulpur » 20.’89 Nil Weather—sultry with occasional strong cast wind. Sugarcane doing well. 
Indigo damaged by grabs. Mohwa has given 16 onuas outturn, Rain is 
now desirable for preparation of lands. 
a . 
arneab » 20,°89; Nil Weather—very hot, ; occasional cast wind. Rain badly wanted. Very few crops 
| on the ground, Agricultural operations suffering from want of rain, 
aldab » 20,89 Ni} | Weather—hot md steamy. Bora paddy is #titl doing well. Biadei sowings in 


progress. Damage to these crops is upticipated for want of ruin. 


mthal Perghs. ,, 20, '89; Nil Weather—very hot. The signs of rain in the early part of the week have dis- 
appeared. No food-crops to report on. Ludigo doing well, Rain much 
wanted. Prices high, but stationary. 
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ittack » «22, 789 


oree seas | Report not received. 
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Dalua rice still being harvested, Prices rising. More rain wanted in north 
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"eat Frontier Agency. 


waribagh April 20, ’89} Nil | Weather—sonronable. Very hot with strong west winds, Sugarcane doing 
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from 12 to 1l4unnas. Mango hus failed, Prices generally stutiouary. 


"gi Ni Weatber—hot. Rein with hnil and wind in the ‘nterior, Reaping of gram and 
hardngge yf a ee wheat celaivtcil Prospect of mokwa outturn reported to be from 8 to 10 


annas, Aarau) not expected to ho a good crop. Rubi crops being thrashed 
in Palawow and sugarcane plauted. Pricos stationary, : . 


5%. 
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‘pnnas outturn expected. Prices stutionury. 
nbhuom Ry 20, g9] Nil | Woather—intensely hot. No crops on the ground. [tice selling at from 17 to 


22 secgs the rupee. Prjce of mohwa line fallen to 8 annus a mauud. 





; Published for general information. 


P, Nouan, 
Becy..t0 the Gort. of Bengal. 
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Statement of Rainfall in Bengal for the week ending Friday (6 p.m.), the 19th of April 18g 
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[ARY OF THE RAINFALL AND METEUROLOGIOAL OBSERVATIONS 
MADB IN BENGAL FOR THE WEEK ENDING FRIDAY, THE 
197Ta APRIL 1889. , 


ywarps the end of the previous week weather conditions had beon somewhat disturbed 
gal, and local storms been rather numerous. On Friday the 12th, however, condi- 
ppeared to be“improving, and the nor’-westers were principally confined to Kast Bengal. 
» 13th, or the day of the present week, conditions were fairly normal.iu all 
s, and fine weather prevailed generally except at a few stations in Orissa, where local 
with rain were reported, On the 14th, conditions remained practically unchanged, the 
e and temperature changes being small and unimportant. Weather again remained 
wr the greater part of the province except in East Bengal, where a few showers were 
d, On the morning of Monday, the 15th, again the general barometric changes were 
ind agp was rising by moderate amounts. Temperature on this and the previous 
is also ane high, and a good many stations reported maximum temperatures of 
00° and upwards, The winds blowing over Bengal on this day, however, were decidedly 
ous in direction. Over the greater part of the intorior of tho province easterly, and 
some cases north-easterly, winds were reported, while at the southeru stations winds 
irongly southerly,.so that there was a vertain amount of interaction going on. ‘ That 
is the case is algo proved by the fact that winds showed considerable variation in direo- 
many stations from the morning of the 14th to the 15th, and from the Lith to the 16th ; 
ih these variations there was also decided changes in the humidity of the atmosphere. 
conditions brought about a series of disturbances in the form of local stor ns or nor’- 
, which were very general on the 15th over East Bengal and over parts of North and 
West Bengal. Most of these were of little strength and importance, but one of them in 
jshahye district would appear to have developed into a tornado, prohably of small size, 
vas sufficiently powerful to wreck a train on the Northern Bengal State Railway about 
s from Sara, and which also demenes some of the villages near tiie line of railway. On 
h oonditions remained nearly unaltered, though pressure was slightly low over Bengal, 
ditions were fairly normal except for the strong eastorly component in the wind direo- 
many stationsin the province. ‘This latter, however, has been a marked feature in the 
reotions for the greater ab of the week, and as strong southerly winds at the southern 
| have been bringing up large quantities of moisture to the provines. local storms, some 
h were accompanied by heavy rain, have continued to occur, particularly in Eust and 
Bengal, almost up to the close of the week. From the 16th to the 19th the pressure 
aperature changes were rather small, and conditions remained practically alangell 
uring the week moderately heavy rain has ocourredia Kast Bengal, and light to moder- 
iin South. Weet and North Bengal and Orissa, but elsewhere it has been practically 


I 
eseure.—The principal variations of pressuro during the week have already been 
\to. Taking into eonsideration only those stations which yield reliable normal pressure 
8, the mean pressure for the week has been 0°02 inch in exvess of the normal. . 
mperature— Was very high during the first two or three days of thu week over the 
rovinos, but with the occurrence of local storms with rain, temperature was decidedly 
n many districts during the second half of the week. The mean temperature for the 
veek has been above tho normal by about one degree in Orissa, South-West Bengal, 
and Chutia Nagpur; while it has been about half a degree below it in East and North 
For the whole province the mean temperature for the week has therefore been above 
mal by about half a degree. Many stations have reported maximum temperatures 
00° during the week, tho highest recorded being 107°4° at Dehreo on the 19th and 107° 
pore on the 18th instant. 
ie following table gives the average temperature data for the week at nine typical 
iin different districts in the province :— ; 


showing the ewoeps or defect of the actual mean temperature from the normal for the week 
ending Friday, the 19th April 1889. 
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Rainfall.—The rainfall which has been brought entirely by local storms or nor’-Wwesters 
has been very unequally distributed. At some stations these storms have given little or no 
rain, while atothers very heavy falls are reported. ‘Thus on the 16th Meberpur reported no 
less than 4°50 inches. Falle exceeding two inches within 24 hours have also been reco: 
during the week at Mymensingh, Netrokona, Alipore Door, and Fallacotta. The heaviest falls 
have usually ocourred in East Bengal. which averages 1°21 inchos, or an amount very consi. 
derably in excess of the normal, In South-West Bengal and North Bengal the falls have 
averaged about a third of an inch, and in Orissa about a quarter of an inch. In,these three 
districts the falls have been about normal for the period. In other districts rainfall has been 
practically absent. ‘ ; 

The following table gives the summary of the temperature and rainfall data of each of 
the seven meterological divisions of the Province for the week ending Friday, the 19th April 
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#\8 a | eg ep pe a ey pany 
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gipieisisiar 3 f H E £if¢ E ; € E 
eisislels' Sei fist Siselee sla el eis 
eae ean eee ae, wR a Ei ME os Ps Dc I 
fcc ooel nc let wel ssea lead wut | 
Orme eee [106% | 74°8| 92°41 704) BOD | 40°8 | O25 | 027 /—O'02; O4| 07 |—0'9| 0-68 | 0°88 | 69°90) S617 
South-West Bemgul §... /107°0 | 71°6 | 99°7 | 780 | B89 +10 | 086! os ‘oor! os | 0-8|—o'3) 206 | 0-90 | 50-27 | 549 
Bast Bengal... /101°5 | 06'S | 917 rea aes | 03 | 121 | 0-78) 4045 | 18 13] +06! 163 | 1°82 | 7608 | soot 
| 
North Bengal... 2038 | U8 | O72 | 715 | B46 | -08 | 037 | 087) 0 11] OR +03 030 | ove? | 57-05 | 23:10 
North Behar... | wwe’ | aoe oes | 226 / a6) +10! 08; 010 078 02] 0s) —0'3! 0°03 | ort | 65°73| sow 
Bouth Behar =... [107° 09'S 1920 | 767 wes | +06 | Nit | 0-00 —ow0| oo | a3 —0's | 0-06} 0°98 | 17s | aes 
Chutia Nagpur... ... |101'6*| 68-9" v8's*) 791%) 867°) +07*! 001 | 010-01 o1| 0-4 “0s 0°68 | O°8S | 52°8) | O13 
a i a 
* Chyvbasas not included, 
Merroro.oaicat, Orricz, Benoa; A. Pepusr, 
The 23rd April 1889. Off. Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of Bengal, 
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Results of the Barometrical and Thermometrical Observations taken at the Met¢o 
"logical Office, Chowringhee, from 14th to 20th April 1889, 



































epee ~-+ sata vena eee an, leew man Soy SE tay emer erry ene semen ee =- 
| | #8 TAMPRRATURE, Hroromsrry. F 
| Sig) Qauieorarcaa ee Jo = 
2 | 2 | = | : 3 2 3 
Monta. | '¢25. ¢ : % 3 ( 2 4 
| [ege: 3 | g | Poeie fe 133 5 : 
| see: 4 5 | £ 1B zt 4 a 1 3 i 
i ¢ | ZE8 2» | € H | g | 4, ea | Be et | ga | 
oe (és 2 La a le PETE ee | de |g 
1889. i j Incver . | ° | ° ° ° ° Inches, ° % Inch 
. | j 
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6th 876 | But | 94-0 | 152 | 788 | Bs | 800! tos 75-9 6 | 
2 | 16th wt | 854 | 948 | 168 | 770 | B84 | BOs!) out 764 8 | » 
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e | 18k 864 | 867 | 945 | 157 | 788 | 808 | 820] p92 79-0 Mis 
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eter. Seeawre: Weeder § poo | Ee, 
The mean 10 a.m. pressure of the seven days... t.. 20°825 J 
° 
The mean temperature of the seven days sae sue (BTR 
The extreme variation of temperature sae ave ove 320 
The maximum temperature isi od ove eee 090 
The mean 10 4.m. relative humidity of the seven days. ... ose a 
a4 "s 
The total fall of rain from 14th to 20th April 1889 t.. hee Te a 


The daily mean temperatures are the crude means of maximum and minim uum ‘temiperabines perabure 
fo the Gack 


Mertzorotoercat Orrice, Inpia ; 


A, Por 
The 22nd April 1889. For Offy. Meteorological Rewortin 
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it 
sults of the Meteorological Observations taken at the Alipore Observatory from 
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» | Partially cloudy. 





‘th | 1508] 108} 722) 866 | 94-3) 150) 793] 801) m3! 774) 76 |SWandssw ...| 2:7 |, | Partially cloudy 




















ith 1483} 9) 785 862) 922) 134 | 788 | 804 | 04) 761) 78 |ssWandsW ...| 902! | Partially cloudy 
wh }1616] 94] -70/ 872) 963) 176! 788] 80-7] 965| 781] 75|SW ondssw | 200], [wre Nets: 
ib |580] 10°0 | 682} 87-4! 976 | 18-9] 78-7 et 921; 738! 71)SSWandsw...| 197], lee 
| | : 
Fee Te es OO | . Leet | 
rae eNotes SOLS a ere 
Inches, 
The mean pressure of the seven days - 29-751 


The average pressure of the corresponding period for 24 years, S.-G.’s Office ... 29°748 


Hours, 

The total number of hours of bright sunshine “ss “a ‘36 68°9 

The muximum possible number of hours of sunshine ... in ees 88-7 
O 

The mean temperature of the seven days ... ai ste ase 86:2 

The average temperature of the corresponding period for 24 years, 8.-G.’s Office 85°0 

The extreme variation of temperaturo... ae eee vee 2174 

The maximum temperature ... ae aus wow a 97-6 

Miles. 

The highest velocity of the wind in one hour ie ar ise a 

8. 

The highest pressure of wind on one square foot ie ... Approxjmately “ 

The mean relative humidity ... ae oss wits vs vhs 

The average relative humidity of the corresponding period for 24 years, 8.-G.’s 

Office see sai ais ~ ae see 69 

Inches. 

The total fall of rain from 14th to 20th April 1889 Nil 


The args fall of the corresponding 5 pee for 24 years, S.-G.’s Office ss 0:29 
The total fall from let January to 20th April 1889 ... a8 _ 470 
The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, §,-G.’s Office... » 3°69 


he mean pressure, temperature, é&o., are deduoed from the traces of the Barograph and Thermograph, 
om observations made at 6h, 10h, 16h, and 22h. aac 
‘he maximum and minimum temperatures are obtained from self-registering thermometers. All the 
ometers are verified, and the readings have been corrected to a standard constructed and verified at the 
fophdoc§ They are exposed under a thatched shed open at the sides, and are suspended four feet 
‘he baromater neage are corrected approximately to those of the standard Newman’s No. 86, formerly 
' Surveyor-General’s Office. . 
the hygrometzio elements are obtained from Tables III, IV, and V of the official tables computed in 
steorologioal Offies, and based on Regnault’s modifications of August’s formula. 
Che directions and the movement of the wind are taken from the trace of a Beckley’s anemograph, 
mouth of the -tain-gauge is one foot sbove the ground. 
Bn Met A. Peper, 
Ree cf For Offy. Meteorological Reporter'to the Govt. of India, 
 Calaati, ty Que April 1820, 
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MEMORANDUM. 





Tue returns of the principal Municipalities in Bengal (excluding Suburbs of Caloutta, 
which has lately been amalgamated with the Caloutta Municipality), containing a population 
of 1,071,142, disclose, for the week onding 6th April 1889, the following particulars :— 

1. Births and deaths were recorded at the rates, respeotively, of 21°3 and 24°6 per 1,000 
of population. against 23°5 and 23:4 per 1,000 in the preceding week. ‘herp was thus a 

g off in the registration of births and an improvement in that of deaths. ‘ 

2. In the Glowine Municipalities births and deaths were recorded at the highest 


rates :— . 
Births, ‘ : Deaths. 

ars ad ane 
Bhagulpore ae see ve 49°8 Purneah ons ie 900 
Rampore Beauleah es ne 447 | Puri ise =i as 546 
Monghyr rs oes ows 340 Gya F tee ote 49°32 
Comillah i exe we, = BU Rampore Beanleah ei or 420 
Burdwan oe ose ee) & 7 
Darjiling ize aos an 89'1 
Dacea . oa an eee 35-7 
Bali a ake aise 316 
Serampore anid oes 314 


3. The following table compares the results of the week ending 6th April with the 
week ending 30th March. It will be observed that there was an increase of deaths from fever 
only during the week ending 6th April :— 

Ratio por mille during the weeke ending— 
‘Gth April 1889, auth Mareb 13g. 





Cholera wes ei i ai 5:2 5-4 
Small-pox ses oss an 86 3 2 
Fever Me peel ee - 91 80 
Bowel-complaints es eos ves = 26 £6 
Injury ove aK B86 sa 3 | 
Other causes "age ose 06 en 12 71 


4. Of the diseases mentioned in the foregoing table, choiera, fever and the maladios 
under the head of “‘ Other causes” are reported to have been.conspicuously fetal in 


the following Municipalities :— 


Cholera. Fever. Other causes. 

ar al ee ease pet 

Purnesh - os WG2 Gya -. 283°9 | Serampore .. B16 

ri oe 210 Rampore Beauleah en oa Puri ... 210 

Rampore Beauleah ... 13:1 Burdwan .. 22°9 | Bhagulpore 1. 19°0 

Dacoa ae OE Narainganj ... 166 

Gya 9°6 Gya we 13°6 

Burdwan as 8 Dacca ... 104 
Howrah . §=6—689 
Midne pore C2 


oeegeoss iad ‘still high in the Purneah Municipality, was considerably leas than ia preced- 
ing week. 
5, The death-rates under the heads of Ser, Class and Age stood as follows :~« 


Acourding to Sez. According to Class. According to Age. 
"ate a ig 
Males .. 261) Hindus... +a 263) Under] a . 
Females ia . 23:0} Mahomedans +» 267] land uniter ¢ 6 years <i eo 
Ratio of male deaths to Budhi : wo 2671 6 ,, 10 "160 
covery 100 female desthe 121 | (ther classes . 768/10  ,, “wo ne 


16 ” 20 ” on 163 
20 ” ‘BO ” ae! 169 
80 ” 40 ” vee 166 
40 » 0 y .. WS 
WO 5» Oy ... we 
60 years and ypwands,., @7:8 


W. H. Gera, Lip. Publ, Health, Onntb., 
The 28rd April 1889. Sanitary Commissioner for Bengal‘ 
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CIRCULAR AND EASTERN CANALS. 


Approximate return of traffic for the week ending Y Saturday, the 20th April 1889, 
as compared with the perrespensrat™ tocek of f the previous year. 
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EMIGRANTS’ SANITATION BILL. 


The Hon’ste Mr. Nowan presented the report of the Select Committee on 
the Bill to provide for the sanitation of emigrants during their passage through 
Bengal to the labour districts in Assam, and moved that the Bill be con. 
sidered. 

The Motion was put and agroed to. 


The Hon’sie Mr. Notan also moved that the Bill be passed. 


The Hon’sre Mr. Moone said :—‘‘ The main interests affected by this Bill are 
the interests of those connected with Toa, and I should like quite briefly to give 
their viows about it. “Before the Seluct Committee met, I discussed it with tho 
leading representatives of the Indian Tea Association, and of the Chamber of 
Commerce to which the Association is affiliated. The purport of the Bill was 
approved by both bodies, and thoy had no suggestious to offer for its improve. 
ment. Its measure of usefulness will depend upon the rules framed under it, and 
I trust great care will be taken to confine them to the strict purport of the Bill, 
and not to go beyond it. In this connexion in Sclect Committee I proposed the 
elimination of clause (/), section 3 of the Bill, as I considered the worditf® was 
go general as to admit of the introduction of the system of way-bills, which 
would seriously hamper free recruiting by garden sirdars. No restriction 
would be sunnidarad too severe to suppress the various villainies and illegitimate 
recruiting practised by arkatties, but it is an almost insurmountable difficulty to 
keep them in check by rules which would not seriously interfere with legiti- 
mate free gecruiting by garden sirdars, which it is only desired to encourage, 
On my proposing the elimination of the clause, the legal authority in the 
Committee showed that there were legal technicalities necessitating its reten- 
tion, and the mover of the Bill gave me an assurance that there was no inten- 
tion of imposing the way-Lill system. I therefore withdrew my proposal, and [ 
only raise the point now to say it would be satisfactory if that assurance could 
be repeated here. I have also to ask whether the Government will agree to 
publish its proposed rules before making them law, to give those interested 
in Tea an opportunity of expressing an opinion upon them. As both they and 
the Government have but one object in common, wz., the preservation of 
labourers from mortality by preventible disease, it seems to me that that course 
has everything to menricened it, aud nothing to the contrary. I would add that, 
just before coming here to-day, a paper was sent to me by the Tea Association, 
pointing out that one most essential point was the prevention of overcrowding 
in railway carriages. The paper consists of two Minutes on the subject by Tea 
Agency Firms which I will read— 

(1). As regards the supervision and sanitation of free emigrants en route to the labour 
districts, some legislation is undoubtedly wanted, and I think that in this connexion we should 
call the attention of Government to what I consider to be at present the worst feature of the 
journey, vz., overcrowding in railways, which in the mouths of April to June is simply 


el. 

(2). The crowding in the railways is ono of the worst foatures of the coolies’ journey, and 
the railways are allowed to act as if they had absolutely ao responsibilities tow emigrants, 
nor do they seem to be required to make any of the ordinary provisions of accommodation 
accorded to the third-class passengers oither in the trains or at the stations.’ 

«The point is not specially named in the Bill, but no doubt could and will 
be brought in under clause (¢). I have nothing further to say than to express 
_ the hope that the Council will pass this Bill, and to thank the Government for 

their promptitude and decision regarding it from the time it was placed in 
their hands.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Notan said :—‘ You, Sir, will have heard, we. all heard, . 
with satisfaction the approval of this measure expressed by the hon’ble mem-— 
ber who represents among us the views and interests of the mercantile com- 
munity. Seeing that the immediate consequence of the Bill-will' be to aubject 
to supervision persons engaged in supplying labour for a great industry, 40, 
impose new duties on them, and render them liable to charges, itis most:, 
satisfactory to learn, from the hon’ble member's statement, that owx prooead: : 
ings are endorsed by those who. would be the first to resist say. aotye: 
of the kind if it were not necessary and beneficial. Ip'r gard to whag he bas: 
eaid in deprecation of requiring agents to make put wor abills, $n, Sit) oon 
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in a better sbearie than I to give a satisfactory answer as to the future 
intentions of Government, but I may say that had the requisition of way-bills 
been contemplated, the Bill would have been differently. drafted, so as to 
indicate that important fact clearly. I doubt if it is really possible to secuse 
the use of way-bills for unregistered emigrants; although, where it is practi- 
cable, the system is very useful. 


‘Ihe support which the measure has reccived from those most concerned 
diminishes to some extent the practical importance of an objection taken to it 
by an experienced journalist that it merely empowers the Lieutenant-Governor 
to make rules at discretion without clearly defining the character of thoso rules. 
It may, perhaps, be convenient to explain, in reply to this observation, that the 
Bill fixes the responsibility for protecting the health of emigrants on particular 
persons, it specifies the points on which their conduct shail] be subject to ‘eontrol, 
and assigns 2 limit to the penalties to be imposed upon them in case of 
neglect: if it leaves to the Executive the power to specify the actual 
arrangements to be made onthe journey, that is done solely for the sake of 
convenience. I have a draft of the rules to be issued on the table before me, 
it was read to the Select Committee, and any portion of it could, had that body 
so pleased, have been transferred to the Bill. But who would be a gainer by 
such transfer ? Take, for instance, rule 9 of the draft, which runs— — 

‘The agent, or person appointed as aforesaid, must take ovory caro of the emigrants 
during the journey. He must give them a cooked meal betore they start; and if the journey 
is likely to occupy more than six hours, he must distribute biscuits and sugar in the propor- 
tion of two biscuits and one ounce of sugar to cach emigrant of and above ten years of age, 
and one biscuit and half an ounce of sugar to euch emigrant under the age of ten years; 
and if more than eight hours, dry provisions must be supplied, such us choora, sutto, and the 
like, in such quantity as may be determined by tho Superintendent of Emigration or other 
authorised officer. It must be seon that the clothing provided is worn by the emigrants 
whenever the woather renders such a precaution necessary. At the close of every day’s 
maron, or of a train journey, the emigrants must be properly housed and provided with a 
cooked meal and wholesome supply of water for drinking and ablution purposes.’ 

“That is the regulation new in force under Act I of 1882, and it answers 
very well as a rule; but who would care to put it on our statutes book? In 
dealing with these details, rules are far more convenient than laws, as they are 
more easily aliered on objection, or when they do not work well. In fact, the 
procedure of leaving the widest discretion to the Executive is incorporated in 
the present emigration law, to which our Bill is supplementary, it was adopted 
in the previous law, and as far as I can ascertain in all the numerous emigration 
laws and abortive Bills as to emigration which have ever been passed or rejectod 
by the Indian legislature. It also prevails to some extent in regard to arrange- 
ments. made for the protection of the health of persons who are not emigrants; 
for instance the hon’blo member opposite, who is Chairman of the Calcutta 
Municipality, could inform you that here in this town we are all liable to be 
bound ‘by: such sanitary rules as may commend themselves to the body over 
which he presides. 

“‘ The criticism to which Ihavo referred touches a matter of form only, 
important, no doubt, on general grounds, but having no very special applica- 
tion to the present measure: if we can guard effectually the health of 
emigrants, it is of no great consequence to them whether this is done by law. or 
by rules having the force of law. But I am aware that the Bill has given 
nisé toa genuine feeling of disappointment among a soction of the public by 
reasonof its limited scope: it deals very well, they say, with sanitary matters, 
but we ‘wait very much more than that. In illustration of what I mean, I may, 
perhaps, quote from a journal published in the recruiting districts: “ Though 
Sir Steuart Bayley correctly describes some, though not all, the evils of 
that:Aet, no effort whatsoever has been mado in the Bill just introduced to 
grapple with these evils with a view to their remedy, the aly comes 
contemplated the Bill being certain sanitary precautions to be observe 
during the. s of the aoclise to the land of slavery. The system of 





“whieh: has grown up-under Act I of 1882, and to Which Sir 








Steuart Bayley himself in some of his published Resolutions on the adminis- 
tention; of the Merent districte: of Bengal made pointed reference, is not even 







; to "be ‘geeched. ‘The Bill, as at present framed, will not satisfy 
in) Ae Sar ae our Conuncil.is concerned, the reply to this objection 
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is simple and obvious: we have only to state a fact, with which our critics may 
not be acquainted, to dispose of the'matter at once. We have not altered Act 
1 of 1882, because we have not the power to do so: that Act was passed b 
a superior Legislature, and by that Legislaturo only can it be amended. 
We do what we can, as well as we can, and as quickly as we can; for what 
lies outside our province we can only disclaim responsibility. But in thus 
indicating the limits of our jurisdiction, I must not be understood to concede 
that the whole question of emigration and statutory contracts could have been 
dealt with effectually by any other authority during the present season, The 
tea industry of Assam has been established by au outlay estimated at fiftoen 
milhons sterling; it has settled in that province an immigrant population of 
323,000 persons, and 36,000 new recruits leave Bengal every year, attracted 
solely by the employment which it affords. It hus contributed more, per- 
haps, than any other known factor to the solution of the groat problem, how 
is India to find occupation for a population increasing rapidly? It is thus a 
most important industry, and, resting as it does on the basis of labour obtained 
from a great distance, under a peculiar system of statutory contracts, it is an 
industry of a very special kind. The grounds for action have only recently 
been established even from the Bengal point of view, and there are others to be 
consulted— persons who have every right to speak. This is, 1 submit, a case, ‘f 
there ever was one, for caution, for deliberation, for tho application of the 
maxim addressed to the ideal English statesmun : 
‘Not quick, or slow to change, but firm, 
And in its season bring the Jaw.’ 

“ But, it has been said, we might have expedited matters had we refused to 
remedy by this Bill immediate and glaring evils until the question could have 
been dealt with as a whole. As I have read in some journal, we may, by 
giving an instalment of reform, defer the revision of the whole Act, and thereby 
do evil; in other words, we should have left the foul wells to do their work a 
little longer, in order to make the situation intolerable and tu bring pressure to 
bear. This, Mr. President, is, I submit, a suggestion which bears its condemna- 
tion stamped in broad characters on its forehead. Even the most cynical con- 
troversialist would hardly, on consideration, adopt it with all its consequences : 
he would scarcely venture to say in plain language to our 36,000 emigrants: 
“Sicken yourselves again at the contaminated tanks, your illness will help my 
argument ; spread cholera throughout the land, its progress will give point to 
my declamation ; die, and strengthen my case against Act I of 1882.” Sucha 
policy can be stated only to be condemned ; and its rejection is a sufficient justi- 
fication for passing the Bill now submitted to the judgment of this Council.” 

Tax Hon’aie tHe Prestpenr said:— Before I put to the Council th 
motion which stands on the paper, I wish to add one or two words in reply to m: 
hon’ble friend who first spoke. He desired to know what the intentions of th 
Government were with regard to the introduction of way-bills under the rules 
and, as I understood, he asked for some sort of pledge, as far as it could b 
given, that they were not to be introduced. The correct answer has beet 
given by the Hon’ble Mr. Nolan in regard to these way-bills, namely, that wi 
cannot introduce them. IfI were to speak merely for myself, 1 might say 
that the same conditions which required way-bills in the case of coolies wh« 
have been registered and are sent up by garden sirdars would equally deman¢ 
way-bills in the case of coolies who have not been registered and have beer 
sent up by garden sirdars. But the fact of registration makes all the difference 
In the one case you have fhe means of making out a way bill, in the other you 
have not the means. I mentioned the matter in discussing this question witt 
the member of the Government of India in charge of the case, and we came K 
the conclusion that way-bills, though admirable in themselves, could. not. be 
introduced under this Bill. Therefore, I may say most distinctly att¢ 
definitely that, as this Bill stands, there is no intention of introducing way: 
bills. But as to what may be done hereafter I can give no pledge, because, # 
I have explained, it is my firm hope and trust that this Bul.is merely pace 

Y with,« 







porary measure, It is a Bill by means of which we expect to des 
difficulty which has arisen pending a more complete and better .conpid 
of the question in various aspects which this Council is not. in»: popttion: 
deal with; and whether, when the o¢casion comes for the amendment-of..A 






SUPPLEMENT TO THE CALOUTTA GAZETTE, MAY J, 1889. 803 

















of 1832, I shall recommend, or whether the Government of India will accept 
such recommendution as the introduction of way-bills, as in tho case of garden 
sirdars, is a question regarding which it is more than I can give a shadow of 
a pledge at present. So far on the question of way-bills. 

~ “@Qne other point my hon’ble friend asks above is as to the publication of 
the rules. ? It is oux object to get the rules into force at the earliest possible 
moment. Tere they are drafted, though not possibly in their final form. I 
shall ask the Hon'ble Mr. Nolan te submit them informally to-day to those who 
are chiefly interested, and to ask them to give us their opinions ‘within a week, 
and I shall delay the publication of thei in the meantime, if that will satisfy 
iy hon’ble friend, Mr Moore. 

“In regard to the overcrowding of railways, my howble friend on the right 
(Mr. Nolan) has explained, [ think, quite as clearly as I can, what has been 
done. One of the most serious evils to which objection has been taken is the 
overcrowding in the railways, and I think it is an objection which is perfectly 
justified. A Conference was held not very long ago at which the Government 
in the Sanitary Department and the Managers of the Railways were represented, 
and certain rules were agreed to. Those rules it is within my power to 
enforee on the Eastern Bengal Railway, and they will be atricthy enforced, 
and [ have no doubt I shall have no difliculty in the matter, and steps have 
already been taken to introduce them on the East lnudian Railway. Although 
L have no doubt that, under this bill as drafted, we could pass rules which will 
have the foree of law, und can insist on tho management of the East Indian 
Kailway carrying them out, at the same time as they have willingly come for- 
ward and agreed to what is required, I shall be unwilling to make any rales 
on the subject unless I see any real necessity for it. 1 think I have now 
answered all the questions which the how’ble member has asked.” 


The Motion was put and agreed to. 


ADJOURNMENT OF COUNCIL. 


Tur LLlon’sie tne Prestpenr said :—“ There is one word more to say before 
the Council rises. OF the other Bills which are before the Council, I understand 
the Sclect Committee has decided to postpone until the next cold weather the 
consideration of the Bill to consolidate and amend the law reiating to the 
Port of Calcutta, and to the appointment of Commissioners for the said Port. 
They do not propose to go on with it at present. ‘There aro two Bills on 
which the reports of the Select Committee arc practically ready—the 
Muhammadan Burial Board’s Bill aud the Fisheries Bill. With regard to 
another Bill—the Police Superannuation Bill—there are certain points with 
regard to which I have to consult with the Government of India before 
proceeding ; but in respect of tue two Bills of which the reports are practically 
ready—the Burial Board’s and the Fisheries Bill—I propose that the Select 
Committee’s reports be circulated to members at the earliest possible date. I 
myself shall not be here on the 4th of May, which is the earliest dato on which 
the Council could receive the reports and consider them. I do not think it is 
worth asking tho Council to meet merely for the sake of receiving the reports. 
But I propose that the Council shall meet on the 11th, and then take into con- 
sideration the reports which you will have by that time had in your hands for 
nore than a week.” 


The Council adjourned to Saturday, the 11th May, 1889. 


C. H. REILY, 


Assistant Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal, 
Catcota ; a Legislative Department. 


The 24th Anil. 1889. f 
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RULES FOR THE REGULATION OF APPOINTMENTS IN THE 
SECRETARIAT CLERICAL SERVICE OF THE GOVERNMENT 
OF BENGAL AND ATTACHED OFFICES. 


APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT. 
” Dated 16th March 1889, 
RESOLUTION. 





Reap— 

Two notes by Mr. H. H. Risley, dated the 10th May 1888 and tlie J1st January 1889, 
on the question of recruiting clerical appointments in'tho Bengal Secretariat and 
other offices at the head-quarters of the Goverument of Bengal hy competitive 
examination, aud of oxtending that system to similar appointments in district officus, 


Read again— 

Home Department Notification Nu. 1817, dated 8rd July 1888, «publishing rules for 
the regulation of appointments in the Secretariat Clerical Service of the Govern- 
mont of India and attached offices. 

The question of raising the standard of educational attainments required 
from candidates for clerical appointments in the Bengal Secretariat, and in 
other offices at the head-quarters of the Government of Bengal, has been under 
discussion at intervals since 1883, when the Government of India first invited 
the Government of Bengal to consider whether the rules laid down for the 
regulation of appointments im the Seeretariat Clerical Service of the Government 
of India and its attached offices might not be made applicable to similar 
appointments in Bengal. In June 1883 a Committco of Secretaries and Heads 
of Departments was appointed by Sir Rivers Thompson to enquire into and 
report upon the subject. This Committee reported that there appeared to them 
to be no objection tu the adoption of the rules, provided— 


I—That the scheme should not affect persons then in the offices who 
were considered fit for promotion from the lower to the upper 
division, 

11—That appointments in the upper division should comprise all those 
with a salary of Rs. 100 and upwards, instead of Rs. 200 and 
upwards, as is the case in the Government of India. 

I1I—-That a probationer found incompetent need not be retained for a 

whole yer. 

1V—'Lhat the names of passed candidates should be placed on one general 

list, and that declining a particular appointment should not entail 
the removal of a candidate’s name. 

2. The Commitice’s proposal to draw up a scheme modifying the Govern- 
ment of India’s system in these particulars was generally approved by 
Sir Rivers Thompson, who appears however to have been of opinion that the 
number of vacancies available for competition would be very small, and that in 
order to avoid disappointing the reasonable expectations of successful candidates, 
it would be as well to provide that, till the passed candidates were absorbed, 
there should be no necessity for recurring examinations, 

3. Correspondence then commenced with the object of collecting statistics 
in order to ascertain how many appointments would on an average be available 
for disposal by examination. In the course of this correspondence certain 
further objections were raised to the rules for the examination, and for 
regulating promotion from the lower to the upper division of the offices, and 
it became evident that the difficulties of adopting the Government of India’s 
system, as it then stood, were in some respects greater than the Committee of 
1883 had anticipated. For these reasons, Sir Rivers Thompson was compelled 
to hold in abeyance the scheme for giving immediate effect to the proposals 
of that Committee, and the papers relating to the subject were sent to the 
Salaries Commission for consideration in the expectation that theit enquirie 
would enable them to suggest some means Of raising the educational standard - 
demanded of clerks in the offices at head-quarters without either injuring the 

prospects of existing incumbents or disappointing the expectations of candi- . 
dates who might become eligible for appointments by examination, . 
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4. Tho views of the Salaries Commission aro contained in paragraphs 294 
and 295 of their report. The conclusion which they came to differs little from 
that arrived at by Sir Rivers Thompson three years before. Owing, however, 
to the many important administrative proposals which were made in their 
report, the Resolution reviewing it did not appear until the Ist April 1887, and 
their reeommendations regarding the extension of the system of compctitive 
examination were oven then not finally disposed of, but wero transferred for 
consideration to the Judicial Department, which was then in correspondence 
regarding it with the Government of India. The matter was first brought to 
Sir Steuart Bayley’s notice in connection with the larger question of enquiring 
into, and if possible revising, the working of the Bengal Seeretariat, and in refer- 
ring it to Mr. Lisloy, the officer appointed in the Judicial bepartment’s Resolution 
of 17th April 1888, to conduct that enquiry he was instructed to consider the 
possibility of framing a scheme which should not be open to the objections taken 
to the system of the Government of India as it stood in 1883. In Mr. Risley’s 
note of the 10th May 1888 the attempt is made to devise a method” of 
filling appointments in the Sceretariat by selection based upon the qualifications 
of the candidates as ascertained and recorded in the examinations held by the 
Caleutta University. While this proposal was still under the Licatenant- 
Governor’s consideration, the Government of India published a revised code of 
rules for examination, and Mr. Risley was therefore dirceted to examine these 
and to enquire how far they were applicable to clerical appointinents under the 
Government of Bengal. It appoars from Mr, Risley’s second note, dated the 
3lst January 1889, that the rules for regulating appointments in the Seeretariats 
of the Government of India as now amended completely dispose of the objections 
which have been raised to the extension of the scheme to the Bengal Secretariat 
and similar offices under the Government of Bengal. ‘The following are the 
chief points which have to be considered, 

5. The principle of breaking up the establishment of a large office into 
two divisions, aud recruiting these divisions separately with reference to the 
nature of the work with which they are concerned, has been accepted in English 
public departments for some years past. Although no similar division has as 

et heen formally introduced into the Bengal Scerctariat, the actual practice 
in dealing with vacancies in the higher grades of the office has all along been 
based upon the recognition of the fact ihat in an office recruited mainly 
by the admission of apprentices a certain proportion of the clerks will only be 
fit for routine work, and cannot be employed on the moro difficult operations 
connected with the disposal of correspondence. It has at no time been adimitied 
that subordinate appomtments in the Secretariat form a sort of service the 
members of which can claim that vacancies in the upper grades shall be filled 
exclusively by promotion frum the lower grades, and that outsiders shall only 
be appointed under very exceptional circumstances. So far from this being 
the case, the rules which have been in force for some years past in the Judicial, 
Political and Appointment Departnients of the Seeretariat restrict the promotion 
of clorks employed on routine duties within very narrow limits, and give a large 
and indefinite discretion as regards the appointment of outsiders. After care- 
fully considering the effect of the rules promulgated with the Home Depart- 
ment notification already referred to, the Lieutenant-Governor is satisfied that 
their application to the Secretariat and other offices at head-quarters will not 
injuriously affect the prospects of the clerks now serving in those offices 
hs were selectod under the old system of filling vacancies by the promotion 
of apprentjcos or by appointments made without reference to the educational 
qualifications of the candidates. Clerks now serving in the lower division 
who can give satisfuctory evidence that they possess educational qualifications 

uivulent to the First Arts standard of one of the Indian Universities will be 
held eligible for promotion to the upper division, irrespective of the rulo res- 
tricting the occasions on which such promotions can be made to every alternate 
vacancy. The substitution of distinct rules for tho varying and uncertain 
practice which now regulates promotion in these offices may further be expected 
to attract to the clerical servicd of Government e niore highly educated class of 
men than is eecured under the present system. 

6. ‘The Lieutenant-Governor agrees with the Committee of 1883 in thinking 
that, in the case of the Bengal Secretariat, the upper division should comprise 
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all appointments the pay (or in the case of appointments carrying progressive 
pay, the minimum pay) of which is Rs. 100 and upwards. It is true that a 
different line of demarcation is adopted in offices under the Government of 
India, but it does not appear that this need form a conclusive objection to 
the Government of Bengal joining in the system of examination now carried 
on under the orders of the Home Department. It is clear] y ampossible for the 
Bengal Government to adopt the line of demarcation recognised by the Govern- 
ment of India without unduly reducing the number of appointments in the 
upper division, and accepting a lower standard of quulifieation for work which 
ought to be reserved for the more highly educated clerks of the upper division, 
Even if the Government of India were prepared to modify their line of division 
so as to make it correspond with that adopted by the Government of Bengal, 
the comparativo attractions of the two services would not be equulised thereby 
for the pay and prospects of clerks employed in the oflices under the Govern- 
ment of India are better than those of clerks serving under the Government 
of Bengal. On the other hand, it seems possible that the knowledgo that they 
will not be required to serve outside their own Province ‘may in some 
cases induce natives of Bengal to prefer an appointment on smaller pay in 
Calcutta to one on larger pay with the liability to spend a portion of the year 
in Simla. In any case it is clear that nothing would be gained by holding « 
separate examination for Bengal appointments, while that arrangement would 
certainly involye an amount of expenditure disproportionate to the object in 
view. 

7. It has already been stated that the Government of India’s rules as now 
amended render it possible to do ample justice to clerks already serving in the 
lower division. ‘The question whether in any particular office it is possible in 
practice to fill every alternate vacancy by promotion from the lower division 
is one which will have to be carefully considered in each case with reference 
to the educational qualifications and proved ability of the clerks concerned, 
These considerations have hitherto been invariably taken into account in decid- 
ing whether a particular vacancy was to be filled by promotion within the office 
or by the appointment of an outsider, and it does vot follow that the introdue- 
tion of the new rules will make it possible to dispeuse with precautions which are 
peculiarly necessary where the lower division has been recruited mainly by 
the admission of apprentices. In the case of the Secretariat it seems to the 
Licutenant-Governor that no clerk should be promoted from the lower to the 
upper division unless he is fully qualificd to deal with the higher branches of 
correspondence work. To this latter proviso an exception may be made in 
favour of clerks working in the Reference Branch, as it is desirable to hold out 
special encouragement to proficiency in this important branch of office business. 

8. As regards offices other than the Secretariat, it seems to the Lieute- 
nant-Governor that the amended rules equally mect the objections raised by 
the Board in their letter No. 782A, dated 4th September 1884, to the extension 
of the Government of India’s system tu their oflice. The present system, in 
fact, differs in many material particulars from the schemo to which the Board 
then took exception, and leaves them in some respects a wider disvretion as 
regards the appointment of outsiders than they proposed in that letter to reserve 
to themselves. A point to be specially noticed is that the rules, as they now 
stand, render it possible to maintain the existing system of apprentices on a 
somewhat reduced scale, and thus avoid the main difficulty on which the Board 
laid stress. ‘The allotment of every third vacancy to registered apprentices would 
make it easy to absorb the existing apprentices within a reasonable time, while 
by rendering their prospects more certain it would probably induce men of hi 
qualifications to enter as apprentices. It may be added that the rules also: 
heads of offices to appoint, otherwise than by competition, domiciled Euro 
and Eurasian clerks—an element which should not be allowed to disappeat 
entirely from the public offices. The proviso requiring a minimum qualifeation 
of the Entrance Examination for the lower and the First Arts for the ‘upp 
division ought not to exclude these men, while the knowledge that a substaztigl 
proportion of appointments are withdrawn from competition and reserved fa 

distribution among Sys who can show a certain minisuny educational quali 
fication ag ean encourage them to pay more:attention tothe education & 
their sons than they i hitherto dong, tules might also‘ be used tobring 
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in experts’ or specialists, such as are referred to in the last paragraph of the 
Salaries Commission's Report, andto secure that a certain proportion of appoint- 
ments should fall to Mahomedans. shai 

9. For these and other reasons, which need not be discussed here, 
Mr; Risley recommends that the system of modified competition as set forth in 
the Goverpment of India’s rules be extended to the offices of Commissioners, 
Magistrate-Collectors, and District Judges throughout Bengal, certain subjects 
being added to the examination in order to meet tho requirements of these offices. 
Sir Steuart Bayley is not at present prepared to make so large a change in the 
arrangements of Collectors’sand Judges’ offices as this proposal would involve, 
yut he sees no,reason why clerical appointments in the offices of Divisional 
Yommussioners in Bengal Proper sai atk in future be dealt with in accord- 
ance with the rules. In these, and perhaps in some of the other offices 
enumerated, it may be found necessary to lower the line of demarcation 
between the uper and lower divisions from Rs. 100 to Rs. 80, or perhaps less, 
so as to secure a convenient proportion of he plas in each division, and 
some provision may perhaps have to be made for testing proficiency in the 
vernacular. These points will be separately considered hereafter. 

10. The rules which have beon framed for the purpose of giving effect to 
the changes explained above are annexed to this Resstusgn,® It is proposed 
to ask the Government of India to permit candidates for clericel appointments 
under the Government of Bengal to present themselves at the annual examination 
now held under the orders of the Home Department of the Government of India. 
The rules published with the Home Department notification of the 3rd July 
1888 have therefore been adopted with such modifications only as were 
necessary in order to adapt them to the administrative arrangements of the 
Government of Bengal. The offices to which the rules will apply are the fol- 


lowing :-— 

Bengal Secretariat. Superintending Engineer. 

Board of Revenue. Inspector of Local Works. 

Commissioners of Divisions in Bengal Superintendent of ‘Emigration and Pro- 
Proper. tector of Emigrants. 

Inspector-General of Jails. Conservator of Forests. 

Inspector-General of Police. Collector of Customs. 

Director of Public Instruction. Superintendent of Stamps and Stationery. 

Director of Land Records and Agriculture.) ‘° Collector of Caloutta. : 

Inspector-General of Registration. Magistrate-Coulloctor of 24-Pergunnahs. 

Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals. Magistrate of Howrah. : 

Sanitary Commissioner. 


11. The heads of these offices should now report the number of appoint- 
ments they have in each division, the number of vacancies now existing, and the 
number likely to be available for competition in January 1890. As regards 
existing vacancies, it may be a question whether an attempt should not be 
made to provide employment for qualified candidates whose names are still 
standing on the list, and the Government of India will be asked for information 
as to the results of the recent examination, and the number of candidates 
remaining over from previous examinations who may be willing to take appoint- 
ments under the Government of Bengal. 





* Vide Part T of this Gasotte, 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
J. WARE EDGAR, 
Ohef'Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 
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\ DISTRIOT ROAD FUND. : 
| GOVERN doesn OF BENGAL—PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. Y) 
Roap Cess. 
| No. L790R.C, 
"th 
: Dated Calcutta, the 30th April 1889. 
a from the Accoutitant-General, Bengal, No. 28LF, dated the 9th April 1889, 
submitting an abstract of the receipts and ex iture of the several District 


; \’ Road Committees in Bengal for the quarter ng 31st December 1888, 

_Resouomtox—The Lieutenant-Governor directs ‘that the accounts of the 
the several District Road Committees, for the 
Pe be published in the Calcutta Gazette and 


seoncern 
‘that co of this Resolution together with a copy of 
nf te be tag in the Saphenens to 










